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EVERGREEN HOUSE June 8, 1964 


Mir. Eric P. Newman 

Kdison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Eric; 

Thanks a lot for the reprint of your article on Nature Printing. 
I will have to agree that you seem to be right. ‘There has not been time 
enough to read it through as yet, and I have turned it over to my colleague 
Miss Baer, who is equally, if not more so, interested from the point of 
view of illustrations and horticultural books. We are planning to catalogue 
it into our main library, and not hide it in numismatics. 


As to your inquiry about the Nova Constellatio"s. The edges of all 
four of our pieces are ornamented. It is what I presume might be described 
as stylized laurel. They look more like stemless tulip blossoms with three 
long petals showing. I must admit that I do not know very much about 
technique, and have become hesitant about leading with my chin. However, I 
do not believe that they could all be from the same milling machine, unless there 
is some process by which the results of said machine can be reduced. 


The "tulips" are identical in style on all four pieces. The size, 
however, of the individual three leaf group is noticeably smaller on the 
quints than on the mark, and more delicate still on the 10). ‘This small 
piece is also considerably thinner, and somewhat thicker on one Side, so that 
here the full width of the three petals isn't on the edge all the way around. 
This is a very amateurish description, but I hope you know what I mean. 


Yours, 


Ja 


P.S. It's two petals - three lines. Sort of like this i 


June 10, 196k 


Dr. Sarah Freeman | 
John Work Garrett Library 
Evergreen House — 

~hS45 North Charles Street 
- Baltimore 10, Maryland 


Dear Sally, 


Thank you for your letter of June 8 about the edge 
ornamentation on your four Nova Constellatio pieces. Would 
you be nice enough to eompare these to the edge ornanen- 
tation on the Continental Dollar. From your description 
it is possible that the twin leaf design found on the 
Continental Dollar may be the same as found on one of 
the Wovas. It would be most advantageous for me to have 
this information, | | 3 


7 I also believe there is a Washington President I 
Half Dollar made by Getg which has a leaf design on the 
edge and wonder if you have it. I know that you must have 
the design of the squares and circles on the edge but am 
not sure whether you have the leaf design piece. 


I am sorry to ask all these technical questions but | 
the nature of my research requires it. 


| Evelyn and I will probably be wandering to England 
later in the summer, where we have our camping car. We 
sleep in our car. I have an icebox and enjoy roughing it. 
Many people think we are out of cur minds to forsake 
luxury for simplicity but the relief from reservations 
(and timed itineraries is amazingly refreshing. 


Thanks for your continued cooperation. 


Cordially, 


ERIC FP, NEWMAN 
BPN/atb 
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June 12, 1964 
EVERGREEN HOUSE 


I have spent half the morning squnting at the edges of various and 
sundry coins. Since I had to look up another thing to do with Continental 
Currency, I had gotten out your article, and must say your statement about 
the edge designs, made at that time, was not very accurate. 


To sum up: there are no twomalike. Except that the Constellatios are 
consistent in design, but graduated in size. lone of the others are at all 
like them, and there are at least four, possibly five different varieties on 
our five specimens of Continentals. Basically, they could all be described 
as leaf or wreath, but they differ radically in detail. 

As I said in my other letter, this isn't really my field, and I am not 
familiar with the technicalities, and none of it is probably news to you, but 
I thought I noticed something interesting. All the Continentals have a circle 
of beads near the elge - the earliest are practically tangent to the edge. On 
the slightly later two (with CURRENCY), the beads farther in from the edge. 

On these first ones, there seems to be a definite relationship between the 
leaves and the beads. Of course you include the space between the beads too. 
But on No. 1, one set of leaves is 21/2 beads long. On No. 2, one finds two 
Sets to three beads. Etc. And on one specimen, the beads are off for a 
short space, but actually show up as crescents on the outside edge, and there 
the leaves are almost off. It would thus appear that the design on the outside 
edge and the beads adjacent to the ddge were put on in one operation. On those 
Specimens in which the beading is set in farther, the leaf design on the edge 
1s in much higher relief. 

In addition to variations in size, the individual leaves have different 
Shapes. On one specimen the pair are put together in a V shape; on another, 
one leaf is curved out and cut on the end so it looks like a crab claw, and on 
another the pairs of leaves resemble a series of capital N's laid end to end. 

Our Washington's are all plain obp, except the one with alternating circles 
and rectangles, 

I've a feeling that you are going to quit asking me questions, for all 
I seem to do is add to the confusion. 


Yours , 


a 


FORM #105 


MEMORANDUM August 4, 196k 
To Don Taxay =. | FROM Eric P. Newman _ 


Thanks for the Nova Constellatio coinage memo about Greenwich. 
Even though I published this in the January 1960 Serapbook, most of 
your discoveries are new to me. 


Don't stop sending me data which you find. 
ae 


vo 
ie 


—_ & 
hae ae 
EPN/atb 


‘February 7, 1967 


Mr. Ben E, Marlenee | 
821 Loeust Street re 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 


Dear Mr. Marleneet 


It was very interesting to receive the coin you sent 
us in your letter of February 2, 1967. It purports to be a 
1786 Nova Constelletio. There is no 1786 Nova Constelletio 
withUS in seript letters. e ene se , 


: Tt so happens thet a 1785 Nova Constellatio, Crosby | 

Variety heC, was altered by changing the 5 inte a 6 in the date. 

This altered coin was then used for the purpose of making an 

electrotype and the electrotype was copper plated.. The coin 

you sent us, therefore, and which is returned herewith, is a 

_ @epper plated electrotype of an altered date 1785 Nova Con- 
etellatio. i oe | ee : 


2 The electro weighs 125%s greins and since it hes a — 
specific gravity of 9.65 it is, obviously, not made of copper. 


; if you exemine the edge, just outside the 8 in LIBERTAS | 
you can see the leaden electrotype material where the copper 
plating has flaked off, : St oe = 


Your customer, therefore, should be told thet not slone 
did he get a fraudulent coin, but he even got en electrotype | 
of the fraudulent coin. ) oS ae: mon 


We do not meke any charge for our opinions, other than 
outeof-pocket expense, and you werg nice to suggest a bill. __ 
We do, however, accept donations for continuing research and 
- you can tell us your wishes with respect to the money you sent. 


We hope we have been of services. 


Sincerely yours, — 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC © 

EDUCATION SOCIETY: foe wae 
EP /atb : 
_CBRTIFIED MAIL 


” 
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OKLAHOMA GAS AND EIECTRIC COMPANY 
HORSESHOE LAKE STATION 
HARRAH, OKLAHOMA 


September 9, 1971 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


On September 7, 1971, at the above location the following 
test was performed to determine the specific gravity of a Nova Constellatio 
Mark, in the possession of Robert J Navarre, Jr. 


Mass of Coin 


Specific Gravity = 
Mass of Equal Volume of Hj0 @ 4°C 


A 50 ml beaker was completely filled with distilled water 
(at 76°F) and weighed on a Beam Balance. Its weight was 82.1 grams. 
The coin was then placed in the beaker and the overflow of water removed. 
This overflow volume being equal to the volume of the coin. The beaker 
with coin and water was then weighed; this weight being 89.55 grams. 


The difference between the weights was 7.45. Therefore, the 


specific gravity is 7.45. 


I certify the above statement to be true and correct. 


le - Hat b., 


IL J Hatley 
Results Engineer 
Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY | 


ine Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 14, 1971 


Mrs. Rita Navarre 
Route 2, Box Sl 
Harrah, Oklahoma 73045 


Dear Mrs. Navarre: — 


Thank you for your promptness in obtaining for us the 
photographs and specific gravity measurement of your Nova 
Constellatio Mark. 


The specific gravity of 7.45 indicates that the piece 
is not made of silver but is made of sinc, tin, copper, antimony, 
or other like metals customarily used for casts and ecletrotypes 
of coins. All of the genuine coins of this type will exceed 
10 in specific gravity. Therefore, it now becomes certain that 
y6ur piece is not an criginal. 


It is surprising that after all the effort you have devoted 
to this piece that such a fundamental fact has not been brought out. 


We ave sorry that things did not turn out better for you. 
Sincerely yours, 
a es oe 


ERIC ©, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


enna 
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March 7, 1972 PHONE 513-492-4141 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 
63105 


Dear Eric: 


We appreciate your kind offer of September 16, 1971, 
to assist in reviewing the text of a proposed feature on the 
Nova Constellatio coinage. 


Information has been gathered from several available 
sources including your fine feature which appeared in the 
Scrapbook in January 1960. 


It occurred to us that rather than quote extensively 
from your previous story, or to write under a dual by-line, 
you might prefer to use our available material plus additi- 
onal information you may have, to rewrite your story. 


Even in cases where there are controversies or previous 
inaccurate statements, they could be quoted, with your own 
remarks pinpointing the inaccuracies. 


Doubtless 12 years have widened available knowledge of 
these pieces and interest continues high on this subject. 


Gene Hessler from the Chase Manhattan Bank Money Museum 
has made available a photo of a 1,000 unit (mark) electrotype 
in the museum, the only piece in their collection. 


Should you not be able to undertake the project at this 
time, we will understand. 


Thank you for your interest in Numismatic Scrapbook Maga- 
zine. 


With warmest personal regards, 
Cordially, 


We 


Russell Rulau 
Editor 


/ jmb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 13, 1972 


Mr. Russell Rulaw, Editor 

The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 
Sidney News Building 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Rugs: 


Pursuant to our telephone conversation, I believe it 
is best for me not to be a co-author of what might be published 
on the Nova Constellatio matter. I will gladly help any way 
, can and will review whatever your writers might wish to 

evelop. 


In the meantime, I am enclosing the printed pictures 
of the silver pieces, It would not be wise for you to photo 
an electrotype. 


If the enclosed photos cannot be used, then I am 
sure Johns Hopkins University can furnish photos of their 


pieces. 
Kindest personal regards, 
Sincerely yours, 
‘ 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 





THE I & i S : ; 
MAGAZINE 


SIDNEY NEWS BUILDING SIDNEY, OHIO 45365 














mri, 6; 1972 PHONE 513-492-4141 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. bows, Missour. 
63105 


bear Erie: 


Some time ago you kindly offered to review our Nova 
Consteltatio feature betore. 1b appears in “print. 


We are enclosing a copy of 1; and will appreciate 
your altention tm it. -Please feel free to revise, os 
edit, or to eliminate redundant. or imcorrect intommation. 
We qvould like Ue pinpoint the Location of the silver pireees 
at this time; if you have one and do not want to be identi- 
fied, we could @ay “MidWest collector” ‘or some such. 


Any recent information on the pieces you may have 
would also be a boost to the story, I am sure. 


I'll: keep in mimdyour. request for additional date on 
Curling Spanish coins: im the U.5.” As 2t turne ue, f° tL 
send. Lt on. 


With warmest personal regards, 


Cordially, 


NUMISMATIG SCRAPBOOK MAGAZINE 





Russell Rulauw 
Editor 


/ jmb 


Encls. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 12, 1972 


Mr. Russell Rulau 

Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 
. Sidney News Building 

Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Russ: 


The article you sent on the Nova Constellatio has a 
lot of content which will be of interest to the public. However, 
there are a number of major and lots of minor corrections which 
I will make in the manuscript and I thought that your team 
could help on one item particularly, namely, the prices on page 
il. I believe that all of the copper pieces sold do not have 
the decimal point in the right place for the price, They are 
$1.08 instead of $100.00. ‘They:are $1.12 instead of $112.00, 
etc. This is obvious because the silver pieces sold for $70.00, 
etc, 


I want your advice as to whether I should indicate 
that I own a silver piece, To put “owned by a midwestern col- 
lector" only starts inquiry. My thought is one might as 
well give the background of the piece and its owner as accurately 
as possible. Since many people know that I have a few coins 
and that they are kept in bank vaults, do you think I increase 
the risk of burglary or robbery? 


Kindest regards. 
Sincerely yours, 
gi a 


a 


C 
C ee ed 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/ath 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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Apri tt 2972 PHONE 513-492-4141 


Mro tricsr. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. bOUls, Missourt 
635105 
bear Erie: 
It was a pleasure speaking to you yesterday. 


Please find enclosed herewith the following: 


Prints from our negatives to match the cutlines which 
you have already. 


Pertinent pages from the October 28, 1867, Joseph J. 
Mickley sale by W. Elliot Woodward. 


Two references from the American Journal of Numis- 
matics, one of which contains the Adams-Haseltine notation. 


The Coin World story which you were interested in ~“—, 
4 appeared on January 26, 1972. page 62. We will send you a 
<a e Ir you do not Locate it < | | 


We appreciate your encouraging words on the appearance 
of the story. We hope it is truly a worthwhile addition to 
Colonial numismatics of the United-States. 


With warmest personal regards, 
Cordial ty, 


NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK MAGAZINE 


boner 
Russell Rulaw 
Editor 
/ jmb 


EncLls. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 25, 1973 





Mr. James Spilman 
P., O. Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 


Dear Jim: 


RF 52 (Apr. 1973) Colonial Newsletter 


~ 


I wrote up this matter in the NSM in January, 1960 p. 6 
but had not then located the data in the English papers. Enclosed 
is that data. It shows Birmingham was the source. The person 
who wrote it must have known what he was talking about as he was 
correcting others. 


Sincer ely, 
N 
Ca, Cs OI 
ERIC P,. NEWMAN 
EPN: jah 


Encls. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBIECTS 


» 


Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 


6922 Hollywood Blivd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, California 90028 
Telephone: (213) 466-4595, or toll free outside California (800) 421-4224 
Telex: 69-1555 Photograde LSA 


May 25, 1979 


Mr. Eric P. Newman | | Was : 
6450 Cecil Avenue \JOX Sy 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric, 





It was a pleasure to talk with you on Thursday. Over the next few weeks I 
will be sending you information as per our discussion. 


I will send you under separate cover this week the following three coins for 
your commentary: 


1. The Higley threepence, our inventory no. 93, with legend THE WHEELE GOES 
ROUND. When returning this please register it at a value of $30,000.¥ 


2. 17872 Brasher "Lima" doubloon, our inventory no. 196. Please registerthis 
for. $10, 000. 


3. 1852/1 $20, Augustus Humbert, our inventory no. 1769. Please register this 
for $20,000. 


On further thought, I will enclose a few other items which we did not mention: 
these will be our inventory nos. 197 through 202 inclusive and consists of six 
pieces which bear "E B" counterstamps, some of which may pertain to Brasher. 
This entire group can be registered for $5,000 when returning it. 


Can you acknowledge receipt of these when you get them? 


While knowledge of our having acquired for auction the Garrett Collection is 

fairly common throughout the coin field, no official announcement has been made. 

We are awaitim the timing suggested by the University trustees in this regard. 

So, I ask you to keep in confidence for the moment the fact you have these pieces - 
if you do discuss them, please be judicious. 


Concerning your thoughts about the Lima piece the truth is what counts - not how 
the public will feel about it. If you feel that the piece is not authentic then 
by all means say so. On the other hand, if the coin does have a clean bill of 

health then it would be wise to state this as well. It would seem to me that the 
signature on the piece would be very helpful in this regard. If the punches con- 
form precisely to the signature on the regular 1787 Brasher doubloons, then this 


+ + 4 a 
Your Friends in the Rare Coin Business * : oe p> i f a os 
/ 


Established 1953 


r. Eric P. Newman 


Page 2 


would be a point in the Lima piece's favor. 


It would seem to me also that if non-destructive testing of metal content could 

be accomplished, it could be determined what alloys and trace elements in addi- 
tion to gold would be present in the coin. I imagine that in 1787 the alloy would 
not be precise. If such a test showed that the piece had an alloy that conformed 
to the later United States Mint standard for gold coins, this would indicate to 

me that coin gold was used, possibly from a melted-down United States issue, and 
the piece would be suspicious. Perhaps you could think of other tests. 


Any information that you furnish to me, Eric, will be given appropriate credit 
in the manner that you wish. 

—— 
I am sending along with this letter copies of the Guttag presentation of the 
1783 "bit". When John Work Garrett acquired the Colonel John W. Ellsworth 
Collection in March 1923 he acquired a duplicate of this piece. As he needed 
only one, the other was sold throught Wayte Raymond, who handled many of his 
duplicates, to Julius Guttag, who offered it for sale. 


Keep in touch and let me know what you come up with. I very, very much appre- 
ciate your help and interest! 


Best Sy 


Q. David Bowers 


QDB/eg 


23-22 
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THR MOST INTERESTING CuIN OF THH ENTIRE U. S. SERIES. 


"THE CHNT®" 
og 

OBVERSH:; An eye forming the center of a glory 

of 153 points, the pointa intersecting 

@ Oircle of 13S stars. 

Legend: "Nova Constellatio. 

Border: Beaded, 
REVERSE: A wreath enclosing the letters NUS. Phe Correa is the property of 

and the figures "100." Phebe Ww Meer and 

Legend, "Libertas Justitia 1765." ny iy os pic eed without the 

Border; Beaded. peer ane SE 

ny Pt vin permission of 

METAL: - Silver, the Jens Hopkins University, 


SIZE: Bize of a dirs, 


There are many coins which dealers call very rare and 
axtremely rare, but the coin we describe herein is 
practically unique as it is the only one obtainable at 
any price. It is far more desirable than the RRASHER 
Deubloon or 1862 Hulf Hagle. We consider it the gem_ 
of the entire United States Series as it is the found- 


ne wa rte tee ee ee | 


ation upon whick the present decimal coinage was raised, 


A postage stamp sold recently for about $25,000,— 
in comparison to which, from every view point, this 
coin should be worth $100,000. Of course, we do not 
expect to obtain a prices anything like the price of 
the stump referred to, but we feel sure that at some 
Puture date, this piece will bring more than tha 
rarest postage stamp, 


we Gre poing to gi. everyone in the-United States 
WiCrname: Chance bo Tuy tiie verity, and ¢ tiere tore 
we eels mot gell it until May ord, thre e weeks 
from above date, If you are interested we should 
bo, pleased to hear from you before that date, thus 
Giving everyone interested a chance to communicate 
with us and get our price. 
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THE MOST INTERESTING Cé COIN OF THE ENTIRE U. 5S. SERIES. 
"THE CENT" 


OBVERSE: An eye forming the center of a glory 
of 13 points, the points poner eae ne 
a circle of 13 stars. 
Legend: "Nova Constellatio. 
Border: Beaded, 


REVERSE: A wreath enclosing the letters "U, S. 
and the figures "100." 
Legend: "Libertas Justitia 1783." 
Border; Beaded. 


METAL: - Silver, 
SIZE: Bize of a diire, | ge DO pe, see 


There are many coins which dealers call very rare and 
extremely rare, but the coin we desoribe nerein is 
practicall; unique as it is the only one obtainable at 
an, price. It is fur more desirable than the RRASHER 
Dewblvon or 1822 Hulf Nagle. We consider it the gem 
of the entire United States Series as it is the found- 


Seen ett Tad et ee. ee 


ation upon whick the present decimal coinage was raised, 


4 postage stamp sold recently for about $25 ,000,— 
in comparison to which, from every view point, this 
coin should be worth ¢{ 4100 ,000. Of course, we do not 
expect to obLtain a price anything like the price of 
the stump referred to, but we feel sure that at some 
future date, this piece will bring more than the 
rarest postage stamp, 


me Gre. pol. to give everyone in the United States 
the same chance to Luy this rarity, and, oe ape 
we Shall not ecllit-antid, May. 22 rd, thre © weeks 
from above date. If you a: =o inter ostee « we should 
bo. preased to hear From you before that date, thus 
Giviug everyone interested a chance to communicate 
with us and get our price, 
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WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 





January 8, 1960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St.leurs MO .63150 


Dear Eric: 


What do you think of the gospel according to John Ford? 
He suré put everything into it. MNowsit che new coin is gust 
genuine, I'll have to agree that the find is sensational. 


This is the copper piece that I asked you about some months 
ago. He did not describe it very well to me, and I since then 
dismissed it as another of his pipe dreams. 


I do not have a photo yet, but want to study the die work very 
carefully. The CW Litustration locks cood, Dub 1) 46 hardr, 
enough for this kind of a discovery. 


Your opinion will be valued highly to help determine if the 
new piece should be added to the Red Book. 


I also need some advice on the Gloucester token. Breen states 
that the legend is unquestionably RIG..... DAWSON. Can you tie 
this to any kind of a name beginning with RIG in Gloucester 
around 1714? 

Any help on the above will be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 


re 


Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 


KEB/bf 


1220 Mioound Avenue/Racine, Wisconsin 534044/ Telephone (414) 633-2431 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 28, 1980 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 

2.20; Box 150 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Margo: 


In your request for the pedigree for the 100 mill Nova plain edge, I 
believe I ean be of some help. Perhaps you can suggest more of what you wish as 
to other episodes of the Nova matter where I might have something to add. 


The CW January 9, 1980 articles on the Nova matters were fascinating 
and I know your readers appreciate how much work went into their preparation. 
It merits several rereadings to digest. I am glad the "genius" matter was cleared 


up. 


I might point out that the Numismatic Scrapbook of July 25, 1972 (under 
your ownership) has an article ghost written by Russell Rulau which was not men- 
tioned in the CW resource listing and which contained some data which apparently 
was not included in the CW writeup. 


You may be able to help me develop facts as to the 100 mill plain edge 
as I have a heavy amount of business work at this particular time. 


Please find out for me what price lot 905 went for at the sale of the 
John G. Murdock Estate Sale of July 21-29, 1903 in London by Sotheby, Wilkinson 
& Hodge. My catalog has no prices written in. 


Are you interested in some evidence that the Birmingham 1783 copper 
Novas were apparently made in 1785? 


Are you interested in another probably unique Nova copper piece which is 
probably a ‘tirculating counterfeit' I had found in Washington, D. C. many years 
ago? Taxay includes it in his opus. It was not illegal. 


Do you want to publish the enclosed advertisement for the sale of the 100 
mill plain edge? This came from Garrett's file thru Bowers & Ruddy. 


As to the 5 mill copper, who is the French collector? Who is the English 
dealer? Are these being withheld and, if so, why? 


Are you interested in the fact that the first pattern coinage of the 
independent U. S. is still the 1776 Continental Dollars and that the Novas were 
distinguished in your article as being "authorized"? 


Please check the beginning date of the Articles of Confederation as I 
thought it was 1777, or did it have to be ratified. Your article says 1781. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
January 28, 1980 
Page 2 - 


Are you interested in the fact that I feel that the Robert Morris notes 
of 1780 are U.S. government money? I wrote this up in The Numismatist in 1977. 


I look forward to hearing from you. Let's talk about it if that is more 
practical. 


Thank you for your very kind letter. 


Sincerely, 


f 
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Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 28, 1980 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
Western Publishing Co. 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, WI 53404 


Dear Ken: 5 Mill Nova Constellatio 


Your letter dated January 8, 1980 asks for my opinion as to above 
piece as described in the Coin World of January 9 (misdated January 2, 1980). 
Your letter just arrived because the zip code was 63150 instead of 63105 and 
thus went to the First National Bank in St. Louis. So we start out erroneously. 


You praised the CW presentation in your letter to the editor as 
published in the Jan. 30, 1980 CW. I immediately called Margot up to inquire 
about the "genius" reference, but that has been clarified by a letter to the 
editor. 


As to the 5 mill I have normal inquiries. I have never seen the piece 
but Picker has. He sent me a picture of it. It was offered to him in 1978 and 
he wanted a return privilege if it was not genuine. He made an offer but it 
was not accepted. He did not advise me of that event until after the Garrett 
sale, 


There are a few things which I would like clarified: 


1. Who is the French collector and what other American pieces did he 
have? What are the details of the sale to the British dealer? 


2. Who is the English dealer who "discovered"it? I am amazed a piece 
like this would be sold at private sale before announcement of its discovery when 


it probably could have brought more if others knew about its existence. 


3. Why does the coin have three dots before the 5? That is very odd. 
the AJN- of Oct. 1875 and Crosby quotes the Curwen diary as ."U.S......5..6.. 17ea. 


The 100 and 500 mills have no dots. Why does this one have dots? 

4. The number of dies has never been clear to me. If there wan an odd 
die made for the second quint, could the copper piece use one of the same dies 
as the silver quint. Perhaps the odd quint die was not turned over to Morris. 
Perhaps the copper piece had to be a different size than any of the silver pieces. 


Please give me what you think should be studied further. 


The discovery of this coin is an amazing event and I'll talk it over with you 
whenever you wish. 


Margo has asked me to give information on the plain edge 100 mill piece. 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
January 28, 1980 
Page 2 - 


Margo has asked what other Nova comments I have. 
won't get into any controversy. 





Eric P. Newman 


jah 


I'll cooperate, but 


eA / WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 
WESTERN 





senwary > 3h, 1980 


Myr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. bouis MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thanks for your letter and comments. I appreciate the work 
you have done on the Gloucester Shilling, even Lhough. Pe is 
still a mystery. 


You asked Margo about the price realized for lot number 905 
OF tebe 2903 Murdock sale.* it sold for B26. ‘A copy of the 
page is enclosed. The catalog states that the date of this 
Sale was "Tuesday, the 31st day of March, 1903, and Four 
following Days". 


The amount of: publicity that the Nova Constellatio "five" has 
received, and the important nature of the piece make it neces- 
Sary to list it in the Guide Book, unless there is a serious 
Gueslton about, its origin. 


Picker seems to be the only person who has examined it and 
he could see nothing wrong with it. Breen thinks it is O.K.; 
Bowers will not comment without studying it. I have not yet 
received pictures, but Picker has promised to send some. 


Until something new develops I feel that this discovery should 

be ‘listed with the other Novatpatterns. 1 plan to include the 
following, or some similar wording: "The enigmatic copper "five" 
was first brought to the attention of collectors in 1980". 


If you have any other thoughts or suggestions please tell me 
what you think would be the best way to handle the situation. 


Sincerely, 


WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 


ea ets 
Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 


KEB/bf 
ENC .1220 Mound Avenue/Racine, Wisconsin 53404/ Telephone (414) 633-2437 
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Others of 1818, 1821, 





1822 and 1825, the first two very fine and the last 
tuo fine 4 











Half Dollars of 1818, 183] (small letters), 1834, 1836, 1853 and| ——x% 
1856, the first two very fine, the remainder fine 6 es 
Others of 1831 (small letters), 1873, 1876, 1877 (m. m.8.), 1879, 1891,| ——e@e —_ 
1893 (Columbian) and 1900, all but one (1877) in mint state 9 
PROOFS AND PATTERNS. 
Proofs of the Quarter Dollars of 1831, 1860, 1861, 1862 and) ——<% —4 
1863, brilliant 5 4 
Others of 1862 and 1865; and Patterns corresponding with the first Pn leg 3 
three Half Dollars (1869) in lot 885, all brilliant 5 | 
Three Patterns corresponding with the last three Half Dollars (1870)| —eo 
in lot 885; and Proofs of 1870, 1871 and 1872, brilliant 6 | 


7a 
Proof Quarter Dollars, 1873 (plain), 1873 (with arrow heads by CLE. 
the date), 1875, 1879 (2), 1880, 1882 and 1883, all brilliant | } 





Others, dated 1884, 1885 (2), 1887, 1888, 1889, 1898 (2) and 1902 ; Balter} : 
also a Proof TWENTY CENTS of 1875, all brilliant 10 4 
DIMES. 





An eye in the centre of radiations, within a circle of stars, NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO; rev. U.S. 700 within a wreath LIBERTAS JUSTITIA 
1783, very fine and eatremely rare [P1. Vit) 1 | 

* .* “One of the rarest American coins.”—J.G.M. 


Dime, 1896, bust of Liberty to the right ; rev. eagle upon clondsy ree Lebng 





within a wreath, in brilliant mint state and exceedingly rare thus 1| | 
Another, not quite so fine, and showing cracks in the dies, jine and ete 
rare 1} ! ; 
Another, very similar to the last, and in the same condition 1 | —~-f —~ 
Another, dated 1798 (8 over 7), and a poor specimen of 1801, the first | —— le —— 
is fine 4 
Others of 1802 and 1803, the latter fine 2) LS TORE me 
Others, dated 1805 and 1807, the first good, and the last in almost mint; —— Ao 


condition 2 7 
Dimes of 1814, 1820, 1823, and 1824, the first two very fine, the others CG bert 
good 4 


i pple ici 


Others, dated 1814, 1820, 1827, 1828, 1829 and 1830, very fine 6 
Others of 1830, 1831, 1832, 1834, 1835, and 1836, mostly very fine 6 


Others of 1837, 1838, 1841, 1853, 1854, 1856 (2), 1862, Le ke 
1882, 1883, 1886, 1888, 1889, 1892, and 1900“2) 
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Byron Johnson 
606 N W 80th 
Seattle, Wash 98107 


Eric Newman 
Dear EYric, 


Russ Rulau forwarded on to me a copy of your letter asking 
about my article on the Continental dollar, 


As you suspected it is a literary exercise, The original 
title of the article which Russ changed was "Symposium" 
which you will recall has the double meaning of a drinking 
party and a discussion, My tastes in numismatics are catholic 
but naturally I study pieces I have first and foremost. 
Several years ago I started a file of references to the 
Continental dollar. No one article seemed to me to answer 
all the questions I had, And the absence of official 
documentation lent a mystery. So I thought it would be 
interesting to present all the material in one place. 

The dialogue style as used by Plato seemed interesting. 

In Miami in 1967 at the ANA I talked with Al Hoch and Clift 
Mishler about the idea. Al of course is a Colonial nut as 
you know and he was enthusiastic. So after three years of 
thinking about,I finally typed it up from my 3x5 cards. 

Al had wanted me to send it in to the Colonial Newsletter 
but to me the article didnt seem august enough. I made one 
humourous remark about Maury Gould in the a ticle so since 

T was attending the NASG convention in Feb 1970-I took the 
article along for Maury to see since he always likes a Little 
joke about himself. Russ Rulau was also at the show and 
Maury after reading it said give it to Russ for the Scrapbook, 
After a rewrite there it was. Courtney Colfing tells me the. 
rest of the article will be in the July issue. At least he 
said they had just finished setting it in type and this was 


2 


at the COIN show just over so assume July issue. 


Thouzh I have not acknowledged it there have peen some names 
that were picked more or less deliberately. For instance 

when the barmaid asks who pays for this round the name Helen 
came to mind, Glenn S$ or Pittman or others who drink heartily 
at conventions can give you her last name. But of course all 

is just one speaker- me- and I am to blame for all the errors, 

“T tried to have the individual speakers pick up the mistakes 

the other speakers make in the article but probably missed a few. 


I thank you for the information that Everett Sipsey was not 
always accurate, 


All in all the article which gave me many pleasant hours 

of relaxation from business cares was meant for just personal 
enjoyment. The fun of putting it together was much more than 
could be realized from publishing it. I dtd not mean to 
criticize anyone. I did mean to cast doubt on established 





theories where they were just theories, Most. of ali « a 


wanted to find out all about my poor old tin dollar. 


I blus& when someone of your abblities calls some of my | 
pretend people well informed. I do admit to having a fair 
size library and even read some of the stuff sometimes. 

I couldnt afford the ANS card file but sometimes wish I 
had it so I could find things, 


I liked your last sentence- "I wish I had been in on the 
discussion", I wish that we had such discussions nowadays. 
Much of the actual things I know I got firsthand much as 

I suspect you did from oldtime dealer Johnson, I knew for 
instance of a clipped Brashear doubloon, from reading of 
it in my library. From barroom discussion I knew it was 
clipped to make a hal#- doubloon, After: the article was 
printed I was told the name of the dealer which I had not 
known definitely before, 


T would be happy to answer any .questions about the article 
if. I can. My fondest wish of course would be for maybe 
James Risk to shoot us all down by finding out the true 
story. You'll excuse me I hope. I was at Dehroilt in 62 

at that most interesting forum, I know you like a little 
joke since I heard—- again in a barroom-about your wall-paper 
selection for your powder room, By now you realize that I 
have a retentive memory for gossip. 


I dont know how it happened but I have never met you, Will 

have to remedy that. I will be at St Louis and look forward 
to-secing you, and I assume your rarities, Though the Coin 

World delivered today lists some of the ANA exhibits I didnt 
see one of yours listed, Hope to see the silver Continental, 
and the Gonfederate issue, etc, 


I'll be at the convehtion all week and will probably be 
in the bar with Randy Zander, Jim Budd, Tom Becker, and 
a few other drinking buddiés, 


Best Regards, 
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Others of 1862 and 1865; and Patterns corresponding with the first 


three Half Dollars (1869) in lot 885, all brilliant 5 
Three Patterns corresponding with the last three Half Dollars (1870) 
in lot 885; and Proofs of 1870, 1871 and 1872, brillant 6 
Proof Quarter Dollars, 1873 (plain), 1873 (with arrow heads by 
the date), 1875, 1879 (2), 1880, 1882 and 1883, all brilliant 8 
Others, dated 1884, 1885 (2), 1887, 1888, 1889, 1898 (2) and 1902 ; 
also a Proof TWENTY CENTS of 1875, all brilliant 10 


DIMES. 


An eye in the centre of radiations, within a circle of stars, NOVA CON- 
sTELLATIO; rev. U.S. 200 within a wreath LIBERTAS JUSTITIA 
T1783, very fine and extremely rave [Pl. VIT] 1 

** “One of the rarest American coins.” —J.G.M. 

Dime, 1896, of Liberty to the right ;-rev. eagle upon clouds, 

within a wr ‘in brilliant mint state and exceedingly rare thus L 
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Another, not ‘0 fine, and showing cracks in the dies, fine and 
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"Office of Finance, oe 235 1783.7 


"Sirs--On the 2lst of February, 1782, Sohere as 


were pleased to approve of the establishment of @ 
mint, and to direct the superintendent of finance 
to prepare and report a plan for conducting it. 
This matter has been delayed by various circum= 
stances until the present moment. I now enclose 
specimens of a.coin, with a view that if Congress 
sheuld think proper to ‘appoint a committee on the 


subject, I may have the honor of conferring: with 


them and explaining my ideas of the plan for estab- 


lishing and conducting a mint. Such plan when 
reported by a committee will more probably meet 
the ideas of Congress than any which I mi ght pre- 
pare. | 

"IT have the-honor to be, Pe 


"Robert Morris." 


3; : eS | ee 
Wharton's Diplomatic Correspondence, vol. Vie, pe 
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a Pree Do 1) Cypuro "Office of Finance, April 23, 1783.7 


"Sirt=-On the 2lst of February, 1782, Congress 
were pleased to approve of the establishment of a 
mint, and to direct the superintendent of finance 
to prepare and report a plan for conducting it. 

. This matter has been delayed by various circum- 
stances until the present moment. I now enclose 
specimens of a coin, with a view that if Congress 
should think proper to appoint a committee on the 
subject, I may have the honor of conferring with 
them and explaining my ideas of the plan for estabe 
lishing and conducting a mint. Such plan when 
reported by a committee will more probably meet 
the ideas of Congress than any which I might pre-e 
pare. 

"IT have the honor to bey &Cey 


"Robert Morris." 


linarton's Diplomatic Correspondence, vol. vie, pe 392 








Evans 21698 ‘Val inthe bees, 


copy 
On Monies,Coins,Weights and Measures, 


proposed for the United States of America 
By John Beale Bordley (1727-180) 


Philadelphia, Printed by Daniel Humphreys, in Front Street 
| near the Drawbridge 1789 
Pele 
COPPER COINS 

A TREATISE on copper coin, as far as I know, is a new 
thing. There are reasons why these coins ought te be limited in 
their power. If they were to have the power to sink debts, as 
gold and silver have, they would be used vexatiously; and that 
would affect credits. Even if the forcing them in payments 
should be confined to 5 per cent. of debts, or be at all allowed 
of, it would have that tendency: and a ereditor receiving a 
debt of 10,000 dollars, each cent thereof weighing 1)0 grains, 
at 5 per centum, would be burdened with 500 dollars worth, that 
4s 50,000 pieces of copper of the weight of 1000 avoirdupois 
pounds; which selling as old copper, although it be at 20 cents 
a pound, would make a loss of 20,000 cents on his whole claim; 
and moreover would burden him with cartage, storage, and expences 
of sales; so that near 3 per cent. of his debt would be lost: 
which would affect commerce, especially with foreigners. An ordin- 
anee of the late Congress, enacts that the treasury, and if I 
rightly understand it,the proprietors of bullion carried to the 
mint, shall be paid 5 per cent. of their clains in niveus cents. 
Ought those who carry bullion to the mint, to be burdened with 
inconvenience? 

It is said, the late Congress contracted for copper, to 
be coined at their mint and issued as above; and their ordinance 
seems to intend that the public mint shall have the eoining of 
copper cents. It is proper it should be so, exclusively. Having 
found from the report of a committee of the General Assembly of 
New York, in 1787, that the best red copper in sheets costs, 


at the factories in England, lld sterling a pound; on which they 


John Beale Bordley (moved te Phila. in 1791) 

was from Maryland. (He lived on Wye Island) 

and Game often to Phila. after he married a Mifflin 
F ~ 4n 1776. 
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b/ This confirms his authorship of "On Monies, Coins, 


Weights & Meausres". 
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gay the charges. are 20 te 25 per cent. and that copper in mass, 
ed ae old eopper to be melted inte ingets: and drawn into sheets in 
“the plating mills eoste 9d sterling « charges ineluded, t thereon 
ke - estinate of the eost in coining copper cents, of SO to 


the | pound of copper, for a doliar worth 50d. sterling, thus: for 





a pound of copper, 2h cents: coining, 12 cents; together 36 SOnts, 
the cost. The pound of copper so coined passes for 50 cents. = 


The ordinance of the late Congress SAYS, 23 lbs. of ‘copper shell 





be coined inte 100, cents, (for a doliar of ‘the value of S2deee 
sterling value) at whieh rate each cent weighs 187% grains. the 
01d English halfpennies, I suspect, weigh about 166 grains. yr 

- have one whieh weighs 156 grains and appears to be true Tower 
“eoin, such aS were not uncommon fifty years since; i% is, ‘howe 
ever, $0 worn that the iupressions are nearly lost: it there- 

2 bene may be presumed that it weighed 8 or 10 grains more when 
a the Sritannia side is quite smoeth - the other side faintly 
- shews: the impression of a head or heads in the manner of a Willian 
and Mary halfpence, The New-York committee further report, that 
ss genuine British halfpence, when new, weigh 1 1b. avoirdupois, 
eee piece 146 grains; 60 Birmingham coppers, are 1 lb. or 
162 grains eachs and héy genuine Jersey coppers are i 1b. or 
oe grains, eache 

: Phe thought entertained by sone of making the copper 
 aent te be of intrinsic value, is alarming; as it threatens « 
design to enforce @ base and cunbersome netal in discharge of 
depts. fhe copper cent in that ease must be 26 tines as large 
a. is proposed at present, or 380 grains. Why en¢rease an odium, 
ere over busily adventure on a hasardous ‘innevation in a delicate 
 afteir? 

| | | Gopper coin, fron the basenese of its metal, is not 
proper for @ money to be forced on ereditors. It is to be eon= 


sidered merely as a convenient substitute in the ¢losing a pay= 


ment, for want of silver coin small enough for ninete, < trecthen’ |: <a 
purposes: as such it is voluntarily received. Hucketers ghoose 


to receive it, as do others, ogcasionally, in snall gums as is | 
convenient to thea. There would be no need of ‘copper coins, 
were Lt not as cents and pence would be in $00 seal ‘ikees: 
for preservation, when an silvers wherefore the base and bulky , 
| dave wes intreduced, navely for gall changes if, however it” | 
ie ee shell be thought proper to give to ‘copper any force, — which ie ae 
a as “48 wished may be never. attempted, cS ough to. be, ag ‘possible, | 





without injury or. alarn to creditors, Voreed payments in eopper 
may in that case be limited to 5 or at most 9 cents on the elose 
of full paynents, Large or emalle on the payment of 10,000 dokiare, . 





ne more to be forced on the ‘creditor than in a case of the least = 
sung because there ie true and honest money in gold and silver | 
ef standard: intrinsic value as low as ten or 5 cents, and the ms 
‘soppers are no further useful than fer closing the fractional - 
“balance. if the heocssity of @ copper coinage can be avoided, ie | 
‘may be considered how far it would answer to asih: cents in pieces 
of silver, whose periphery is enlarged by forming them into « 
sort of rings with milled edges or coined surfaces: or rather 
| a the composition ealied billen may be coined, solid as are common 


* > eopper: halfpence: it is more valuable than copper alone, being 







(ef copper. and silver, yet bulky enough te be easily preserved. 
A bALen-cent of & 50d. dollar, hele copper and belt otiver, whieh - 
for fine gold would be near as large eee 





te the exact mint alloy 
ase a quarter of @ Spanish dollar. But copper cents, the sise, 
| wary nearly of an English halfpenny, with ites division inte naif 
no aeeee of § wills, are prefereble to billon cents, and to snall 
oe tags worth & cont each, as these would be too slender. The half 
7) eal in copper would be about the gise of a farthing Bnglish. 
| On the whole of what E cam colleet concerning copper 


going, it seens, they de not pase go much because of their saall — 


intrinsic worth, as by common consent Angueed es a degree of necessity, 
werely as they are tokens for fractional suns whieh cannot be 
well issued in real money of the precious metale. ‘this inference 
4s countenanced by the considerable deviations dn their weights, 
when issued even by the authority of nations tenacious of their oe 
character. english halfpennies of pure copper have been issued 72 
| fron the English mint of the contents of 156, if not 166, down 


to 146 grains, as they now sre and have been upwards of sixty 


-yeares and base copper issued by private coiners light as 116 


- grains, by consent, have passed currently eas the best, to a vast 
amount, and great loss of the community. The quantity of metal 
“appointed by public authority to be contained in sopper coing, 
being a good deal arbitrary, the Awerican States may have their 

- suns coin, of fine copper, that shall nearly have the weight 

3 of a British halfpenny: The Brita sh sge: duke weighs ane grains 
“ae fine sopper. — | 3 | eee 
we pounds of copper will give ‘100 conte,: sign weighing ie 


| ~ ho graine. The cents, for a deviee, may have o men, on one side — 


of then, erect, confortably Gloathed, and holding @ spade is his 


| hand: read, = Fro. Indust. Cente beed. Hage = On the reverse, of 
as base coin - 4 e@oin that cannot well be deened MONEY y inetead 
of the eagle let there be, on the margin of the cent, this read= 
ings ~ "United States of America®; - and in the niddle of the 
pieee read - "Cent". ‘there will be a fair blank between the 


. weadings: which may be lightly ornamented or left blank, or crowded 


in Gothic teste - if it be the tastes 
Be 
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newspapers as below:- 
The Morning Herald WNo.1677 Sat. March 11 1786 p.3-centre of col.l1:- 


n The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, 
which is now in general circulations one side of the halfpenny 
bears this circular inscription, "LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA;" round 
a central cypher U.S. —0On the reverse is a sun rising amidst 
Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed "CONSTELLATIO NOVA 1! " 


The Public Advertiser No.16164 Tues.March 14 1786 p.3 foot of col.2:- 


" The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, 
which is now in general circulation; one side of the halfpvenny 
bears this circular inscription "Libertas et Justitia;" round 
a central cypher U.S. On the reverse is a Sun rising amidst 
Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed "Constellatio nova !" Not 


the Georgium Sidus. We 


The Morning Chronicle, and London Advertiser No.5250 Tues. March 14 
1786. p.5 near top.ef ¢col.S <= 


" The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, 
which is now in general circulation: one side of the halfpenny 
pears this circular inscription, "Libertas et Justitia;" round 
a central cypher U.S. — On the reverse is a sun rising amidst 
thirteen stars, circularly inscribed "Constellatio nova." " 


The London Chronicle vol.LIX No.4574 Sat.-Tues. March 11-14 1786 
page 242 centre of central col.:;- 





" The American Congress have lately made a copver coinage, 
which is now in general circulation: one side of the halfpenny. 
bears this circular inscription, Libertas et Justitia; round 
a centrak cypher U.S. On the reverse is a sun rising amidst 
Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed Constellatio nova. " 


The Morning Chronicle, and London Advertiser No.5252 Thurs. March 16 


on emanate memento th A AEE TC RE AER EC ELEN BET RI 


1786 p.o top right corner 


n A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which has 
lately appeared in several papers, respecting a copper coinage 
in America, is not true. The piece spoken of; bearing the 
inscription, "Libertas et Justitia, &c." was not made in 
America, nor by the direction of Congress. It was coined at 
Birmingham, by the order of a merchant in New York. Many tons 
were struck from this dye, and many from another; and they are 
now in circulation in America, as counterfeit half pence are 
in England. : 


Nil further found in period March 1 thru 21 in above 4 newspapers; 
nor any trace whatever in The General Advertiser in same period,in 
particular in the extracts that it printed from its despatches from 
Boston (N.E.) and New York. The London Gazette being an official 
journal did not carry general news or gossip. The Morning Herald not 
scanned as British Museum possesses only a few numbers for 17863; same 


may be true of The Morning Post and The General Evening Post. 


In the above extracts, the exact typography is reproduced as 
faithfully as possible (underlining being used to represent italics) 
including the incidence of upper-case letters, dashes, etc. In the 
heading details, 'p.3' 'col.3' etc. should be read as ‘third page’ 
‘third column' etc. as these were not numbered in the newspapers 
excevt in the case of the London Chronicle (the page nos. of which 
evidently ran from January 1). | All the extracts were paragraphs 
amidst general news produced unsigned and unreferenced. 


Information extracted 
July: 265 1960. RNPH,s . 


In London (Bngland) newspapers as below;- 
The Morning Herald No.1677 Sat. March 11 1786 p.3 centre of col.1ls- 


" The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, 
which is now in general circulation: one side of the halfpenny 
bears this circular inscription, "LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA;" round 
a central cypher U.S. —On the reverse is a sun rising amidst 
Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed "CONSTELLATIO NOVA 1!" a 


The Public Advertiser No.16164 Tues.March 14 1786 p.3 foot of col.2:- 


" The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, © 
which is now in general circulation; one side of the ha lfpenny 
bears this circular inscription "Libertas et Justitia;" round 
a central cypher U.S. On the reverse is a Sun rising amidst 
Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed "Constellatio nova $" WNot 


the Georgium Sidus. 45 


The Morning Chronicle; and London Advertiser No.5250 Tues. March 14 
1786 p.3d near top of col.3 :- 


" The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, 
which is now in general circulation: one side of the halfpenny 
bears this circular inscription, "Libertas et Justitia;" round 
a central cypher U.S. — On the reverse is a sun rising amidst 
thirteen stars, circularly inscribed "Constellatio nova." «= " 


The London Chronicle vol.LIX No.4574 Sat.-Tues. March 11-14 1786 ) 
page 242 centre of central col.:;- 


" The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, 
which is now in general circulation: one side of the halfpenny. 
bears this circular inscription, Libertas et Justitia; round 
a centraz cypher U.S. On the reverse is a sun rising amidst © 
Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed Constellationova. " 


The Morning Chronicle, and London Advertiser No.5252 Thurs, March 163 
1786 p.3 top right corner: 


" A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which has 

lately appeared in several papers, respecting a copper coinage 

in America, is not true. The piece spoken of; bearing the 
inscription, "Libertas et Justitia, &c." was not made in 

America, nor by the direction of Congress. It was coined at ; 
Birmingham, by the order of a merchant in New York. Many tons’ 
were struck from this dye, and many from another; and they are 3 
now in circulation in America, as counterfeit half pence are 

in England. “ 


Nil further found in period March 1 thru 21 in above 4 newspapers; 
nor any trace whatever in The General Advertiser in same period,in 
particular in the extracts that it printed from its despatches from 
Boston (N.E.) and New York. The London Gazette being an official 
journal did not carry general news or gossip. The Morning Herald not 
scanned as British Museum possesses only a few numbers for 1786; same 
may be true of The Morning Post and The General Evening Post. 


In the above extracts, the exact typography is reproduced as 
faithfully as possible (underlining being used to represent italics) 
including the incidence of upper-case letters, dashes, etc. In the 
heading details, 'p.3' 'col.3' etc. should be read as ‘third page' 
'third column' etc. as these were not numbered in the newspapers 
except in the case of the London Chronicle (the page nos. of which 
evidently ran from January 1). _ All the extracts were paragraphs 
amidst general news produced unsigned and unreferenced. 


Owners of silver Nova Constellatio Coins 


Mark i 
Charles Thompson 
Semuel E, Thompson 
Rathmell Wilson — 
teat Mickley sale -1867 
toot Wn. Appleton 
_ John W, Haseltine 
Henry Se Adams 
So, 0. Crosby 
Lorin G, Parmelse 


S.H. & H,. Chapman 


Johns Hopkins 


Brics 


Quins (legend) Quint (No legend) Cent 
Charles Thompson 


Samuel E, Thompson 


Rathmell Wilson Auction in 


Scotland 1861; 
Mickley sale -1867 a 
_ Collector in 


Wm. Appleton ee ine Land 
Jona W, Haseltine 3 American dealer 
| 1885 


Henry 5. Adams | 
Woodward's 73rd 


Ss 8. Crosby SoS. Crosby gale~-188 


Lorin G, Parmeloe 


S.H. & H. Chapman SH. & H, Chapme 


Johns Hopkins Johns Hopkins Johns Hopkins 


Is this worth pursuing? gaps to be filled, no smooth 


transition to Mickley and from Appleton. Help or suggestions would 


be appreciated, 
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- w this that yo" may not come unprovyided. | 
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VL (a Senia) p 3 


30 HISTORICAL 


& Ive intend to bind him over to ye Provincial 
Court to auswere it where I doe allso expect 
yo* to bee to make good ye charge. Hee will 
bee called uppon his Tryal ye 4" or 5“ of Oc- 
tob® next at ye court to be held then att Patux:| 
neare Mr tleuwicks house where I suppose yo" will | 
not fayle to bee. Witnesses examined in Virginia 
will bee of noe valew here in this ease for they | 
must bee face to face w" ye party accused or they 
stand for nothing, 1 thought good to acquaynt 





I 


Yor friend Josias ffendall 29 Septemb 
Hon"* S* Yo" ofthis 29" instant this day I re- | 
| 


= + » Ml } 
his at. present S* is all from 


ceaved. I amsorry ytmy extraordinary occasions 
will nott permitt nee to bee att ye next Proyvinciall 
Court to bee held in Mary Land yo 4 of this 
next month Because then, god willing I intend 
to gett my young sonne baptized All ye Company | 
& Gossips being already invited. Besides in| 
this short time wittnesses cannott be gott to eome 
over But if Mr Prescott be bowned to answere it | 
ye next Prowvinciall Court after this I shall doe 
what lyeth in ny power to get them over, S' 1 
shall desyre yo* for to acquaynt mee whither Mr 
Prescott be bound ouer to ye next Court and when 
ye Court is that I may haue some time for to pro- 
vide Evidence & soe I rest Yo" ffriend & Sery' 
30 Septemb, 1659 John Washington 


To w™ complaynt of John Washington | 
sa Kdward Prescott submitting himselfe to i 





tryall denyeth not but that there was one Eliza- 
beth Richardson hanged on his ship as he was 
outward Bound ye last yeare from England & 
coming for this province neare unto ye Westerne 
Islands by his Master & Company (Hee hauing 
appoynted one John Greene for yt voyage Master 
though himselfe was both Merch & owner of 
ye stp) But further sayth That he w stood ye | 
proceedings of his s* Master & Company & pro- | 
tested agst them in that business And that, 
thereuppon both ye Master & Company were | 
ready to Mutiny. | 
And it appeering to ye court by ye Printed | 
Custome house discharge & Light house bills | 
or acqnittarices produced & shewen by ye sd Rdw. | 
Prescott taken or gyven in John Greene’s name 
that ye sd Greene was Master for y' voyage & | 
not Edward Prescott and noe one comming to | 
prosequte, the sd Prescott therefore prays that he | 
may be aéquitied : 
Wherenppon standing uppon ‘his Justifica'n 
Proclamat’n was made O, Yes ke Edward | 
Prescott prisoner at ye bar uppon suspition of 
felony stand uppon his acquittall. If any person | 
can give evidence against him let him come in, for | 
ye Prisoner otherwise will be acquitt. And noe 
ae appearing the prisoner is acquitted by ye 
oard. 


; 4 
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XIL—NOTES ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF 
THE MINT. | 
From Robert Morris’s Diary. 


1781. July 16th." Wrote to Mr. Dudley at 
Boston inviting him hither in consequence of the 
Continental Agent Mr. Bradford’s Letter re- 
specting him referred to me by Congress. 

July Lith, Wrote Mr. Bradford respecting 
Mr. Dudley. 

Nov. 10th. Ordered some money on applica- 
tion of Mr. Dudley to pay his expences. 

Nov. 12th. Sent for Mr. Dudley to consult him 
respecting the quantity of Alloy Silver will bear 
without being discoloured, he says he can put6 
drops into anounce. Desired him to assay some 
Spanish Dollars and French Crowns, in order to 
know the quantity of pure Silver-in each. 

Nov. ibth. Mr. Dudley assayed a number of 
Crowns and dollars for our information respect- 
ing the Mint. 

1782. Jan. 2d. Mr. Benjamin Dudley applied 
for money to pay his Board which I directed to 
be paid by Mr, Swanwick, this gentleman is de- 
tained at the public expence as a person abso- 
lutely necessary in the Mint, which I hope soon 
to see established. My propositions on that sub- 
Ject are to be submitted to Congress so soon as I 
can get the proper assays made on Silver coins — 
&e. : 

Jan. 7th. Mr. Dudley applies about getting 
his wife from England. I promised him every — 
assistance in my power.* » 

Jan. 18th. I went to’ Mr. Gouy' Morris’s- 

















* ‘the tuitowing, fiom the Morris Papers, serve to illustrate 
this subject : 


‘* }.—Ropr. Morris ro RicuARD YATES, 


‘“*Privap’A, Jan, 234 1782, 

“Ste, 

‘At the request of avery honest Man who seems mrch dig- 
** tressed for the welfare of his wife, now in London, I beg to 
‘trouble you with the enclosed Letter, praying that'you will 
‘forward it, and if in consequence thereof M™ Dudley should 
‘come to New York, L beg of you to procure Liberty for her to 
‘come toher Husband atthis place. The money for her Pas- 
‘“sage and reasonable expenses in New York, which must be 
‘reasonable as possible. she may draw upon her Husband MF 
‘* Benjamin Dudley, and I engage that the Draft shall be paid. 


| “{ shall thank you for your attention to. this poor Lady when 
| “she arrives, and remain Sir, 


“ your most obedient and 
‘““homble servant ~ 
“ ROBERT MORRIS.” . 


*2.—Ront. MORRIS TO THE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF PRISONERS 


“ PHILAD'A, Jan, 234 1782, 
Sire, 

*‘I send herewith an open letter for M? Richard Yates con- 
“taining one for M™* Dudley in London from her Husband now 
‘here, 1 wish these may be safely delivered to M? Yates, and 
‘* therefore pray you te send them into New York, by some 
“person that will not only promise, but perform the delivery of 
“them. Iam Sir, * $ 

‘*your most obedient and - 
‘bumble servant 


*Roppat Moers,” 


1867.} 





Lodging to examine the plan we had agreed on,; June 17th. Mr. Dudley applied for money to 


and which we bad drawn up respecting the Es- 
tablishment of a Mint, we made some alterations 


and amendments to ny satisfaction and from a | 


belief that this is a necessary and salutary meas- 
ure. 
Congress. 

Jan. 26th. Mr. Dudley applied for money 
to pay his Lodgings &e. I ordered Mr. 
Swanwick to’ supply him with fifty dollars, 
informed him that the Plan of a Mint is be- 
fore Congress, and when passed, that he shall be 
directly employed, if not agreed to by Congress, 
I shall compensate him for his time &e. 

Feb. 26th. Mr. Benjamin Dudley brought me 


the rough drafts or plan for the rooms of a Mint 


&c. I desired him to go to Mr. Whitehead 
Humphreys to consult him about Screws, Smith- 
work &c. that will be wanted for the Mint, and 
to bring me alist thereof with an estimate of the 
Cos <<’ . 
Feb. 28th. Mr. Dudley informs me that a Mr. 
Wheeler, a Smith in the Country, can make the 
Screws, Rollers &c. for the Mint. Mr. Dudley 


proposes the Dutch Church, that which is now | 


unoccupied, as a place suitable for the Mint, I 
sent him to view it, & he returns satisfied that it 
will answer, wherefore I must enquire about it. 
March 22d. Mr. Dudley und Mr. Wheeler came 
and brought with them soine Models of the 
Screws and Rollers necessary for the Mint. I 


found Mr Wheeler entertained some doubts re- . 


specting one of these Machines which Mr. Dud- 
ley insists will answer the purposes and says he 
will be responsible for it. I agreed with Mr. 


Wheeler that he should perform the work ; and, | 


as neither he or I could judge of the value that 
ought to be paid for it, he is to perform the same 
agreeable to Mr. Dudley’s directions, and when 
finished, we are to have it valued by some Honest 
Man, judges of such work, he mentioned ‘Philip 
Syng, Edwd. Duffield, William Rush and 
all of whom IJ believe are good judges and very 
honest men, therefore I readily agreed to this 





proposition. And J desired Mr. Dudley to con- | 


sult Mr. Rittenhouse and Francis Topkinson 
Esquire, as to the Machine or Wheel in dispute, 
and let me lave their opinion. 

March 23d. Mr. Dudley called to inform me 
that Mr. Rittenhouse & Mr. Hopkinson agree to 
his plan of the Machine &c. 

April 12th. Mr. Dudley wants a horse to go 
up to Mr. Wheelers &c. 

May 20th. Mr. Dudley wrote me a Letter this 
day and wanted money. I directed Mr. Swan- 
wick to supply him, and then desired him to 
view the Mason’s Lodge to see if it would An- 
swer for a Mint, which he thinks it will, I 
desired him to go up to Mr. Wheelers to see how 
he goes on with the Rollers Ke. 
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I have ordered it copied to be sent into | 
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"pay his Bill. I directed Mr. Swanwick to sup- 
i ply him. 

June 18th. Issued a warrant in favor of B. 
| Dudley £7.11.6. 

July 15th. Mr. B. Dudley applied for money, 
he is very uneasy for want of ernployinent, and 
tbe Mint in which he is to be employed and for 
which I have engaged him, goes on so slowly 
that I am also uneasy at having this gentleman 
on pay and no work for him. He offered to go 
and assist Mr. Byers to establish the Brass Can- 
non Foundry at Springfield. I advised to make 
that proposal to Genl. Lincoln and inform me the 
result to-morrow.* 

July 16th. Mr. B. Dudley to whom I gave an 
order on Mr. Swanwick for fifty dollars, and de- 
sired him to seek afier Mr. Wheeler to know 
whether the Rollers &¢. are ready for him to go 
to work on rolling the copper tor the Mint. 

August 22d. Mr. Saml. Wheeler who made 
the Rollers for the Mint, applies for money. I 
had a good deal of conversation with this inge- 
nious gentleman. 

August 26th. Mr. Dudley called and pressed 

very much to be set at work. 
| Sept. 3d. Mr. B. Dudley applied tor a passage 
for his Friend Mr. Sprague, pr. the Washington 
ito France & for Mrs. Dudley back. Mr. Wheeler 
| applied tor money which I promised in a short 
| time. 
Sept. 4th. Mr. Wheeler for money. I desired 
‘him to leave his claim with Mr. McCall Secretary 
in this office, and I will enable the discharge of 
his notes in the Bank when due. 

Novr. 8th. Mr. Dudley applies for the amount 
‘of his Bill for Lodgings oid Diet &c. and I di- 
/rected Mr. Swanwick to pay him, but am very 
| uneasy that the Mint is not going on. 

Dec. 23d. Mr. Dudley and Mr. Wilcox brought 


* This letter will illustrate this subject: 


RoBERT MoOrkni1S TO THA REY. Wit11.taAmM Gorpon, D.D. 


{From the Morris Papers. ] 


“ PHILADA, 25th July, 1782. 
‘Sir, 


** in cousequence of your Letter of the nineteenth of June, I 
“sent for Mr. Dudley told him the information you had so 
‘kindly given to ne and assured him of my desire to make 
“him easy and happy. The Business in which he ig intended 
‘*to be employed, is like many other important matters, re- 
‘*tarded by the tediousness of the States in supplying the Con- 
‘*tinental Trensury. ‘ 

“The Hou"!& Secretary.at War has commenced a correspond- 
“ence with General Gates at my request, which I think, will 
‘* produce what he wishes. Be assured that I take particular 
“»Jeasure in promoting the Interest and happiness of worthy 
““men, and that | am with great esteem Sir, 





‘your most obedient 
‘and humble Servant, 


‘*Ropert Morris.” 


$2 


the subsistance paper, and J desired Mr, Dudley 
to deliver 4000 sheets to Hall and Sellers.* 

Deer 26" M" Hall the Printer brought 100 | 
Sheets of the subsistence notes this day, and de- | 
sired that more paper might be sent to his Print- | 
ing Office, accordingly I sent for M* Dudley and | 
desired him to deliver the same from time to time, | 
until the whole shal! amount tv 4000 Sheets. 

1783. Aprdi 2« I sent for Mr Dudley who de-! 
liyered me a piece of Silver Coin, being the first | 
that has been struck as an American Coin. / 

Aprii 16" Sent for M' Dudley and urged him | 
to produce the Coins to lay before Congress to | 
establish a Mint. 

April 17" Sent for Mr. Dudley to urge the | 
preparing of Coins &§ for Establishing a Mint. 

April 22° M* Dudley sent in several Pieces of | 
Money as patterns of the intended American | 
Coins. 

Muy 6 Sent for M’ Dudley and desired him 
tu go down to M’ Mark Wilcox’s, to see 15.000 
Sheets of paper made fit to print my Noteson. | 

Muy 7° This day delivered M' Dudley the | 

aper Mold for making paper, mark’d United | 

tates, and dispaiched him to Mr Wilcok’s, but | 
was obliged to advance him 20 dollars. 

May 27" J sent for’ M' Dudley to know if he| 
has compleated the paper at M* Wilcock’s’s paper | 
mill for the Certificates intended for the pay of | 
the Army. He says it is made, but not yet suff-| 
ciently dry for the printers use. I desired hit | 
to repair down to the Mill and bring it up as | 
soon as possible. | 

Muy 28" M' Whitehead Humphreys to offer 
his lot and buildings for erecting a Mint. 

July 5“ M* Benj* Dudley gave notice that he | 
has received back from Mess™ Hall and Sellers | 
the Printers, three thousand sheets of the last 
paper made by M* Wileocks. I desired him to| 





és 


* This letter will illustrate this matter: 
RoBeRT Morggis TO BENJAMIN DUDLEY. 
{From the Morris Papers } 


‘OFFICE OF FINaNcE, 29 Nov®. 1782. 
<6 Sir, 


** You will herewith receive the Form for making a particu- 
“lar kind of Paper — You are to proceed to the Paper Mill of 
‘Mr. Mark Wilcox, in Ash Town Chester County. who has the 
*- Stuff prepared, and there to superintend the making of sun 
‘dry reams of Paper upon this Form—in doing of which you 
“‘are to be particularly carefull not to leave it in the power of 
““any person or persons to make any paper upon this Form 
** without your immediate Iaspection. 

‘You are to attend the Workmen constantly whilst they are 
““at work, and when you retire from the Mill upon any occa 
“*sron, you are to take the Form with you. You are to count 
“the Paper as it is made sheet by sheet and when you have 
‘finished the whole, you are to bring it to me together with 
“the Form. I am Sir, 


** Your most obedient servant, 


““Ropert Mores.” 
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bring it to this office. He also informs of a 
Minting Press being in New York for sale, and 
urges me to purchase it for the use of the Ameri- 
can Mint. , 

July 7 Mr Dudley respecting the Minting 
Press, but I had not time to see him. | 
August 19" I sent for M' Benjamin Dudley, 

and infurmed him of my doubts about the esta 

lishment of a Mint and desired him to think of 
sume employment in private service, in which I 
ai willing to assist him all in my power. I 
told him to muke out an account for the services 
he had performed for the public, and submit at 
the Treasury office for inspection and settlement. 

August 50" M' Dudley brought the dies for 
Coining in the Ainerican Mint. 

Sept 3° M* Dudley applies for money for his 
expenses whigh I agree to supply, but urge his 
golug into private business. 

Sept. 4° Mr Dudiey for money, which is grant- 
ed. Directed him to make three models for con- 
structing Dry 

Vou. 21" M° Dudley applies for money. He 
says he was at half a guinea a week and his ex- 
pences borne when he left Boston to come about 
the Mint, and he thinks the public ought to make. 
that good to him. I desired him to write me* 
and I will state his claims to Congress. ee 

Nov. 26" M', Dudley for money which was 
granted. $ 

Dec. 17" Mer Dudley with his account for final’ 
settlement. I referred him to M* Milligan. =; 

1784, Jany 5° M' Dudley applies for. Certifi 
cate of the Time which he was detained in the: 
public service. I granted him one accordingly. 

Jun. 7 M' Dudley after the settlement of his, 
account, which I compleated by signing a warrant, 


Pa 
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XIIIL—THE RECORDS OF THE CITY OF 


NEW AMSTERDAM. ~~ a 
PREFATORY NOTE, 4 


Our friend, the venerable Clerk of the Common 
the city of New York, in his letter communi 
of that body concerning the proposed pablication 
its ancient records in the successive numbersof THe Hisr9; 
MaGazine. has referred very briefly to the great interest : 
attaches to those time-stained volumes, and their great impo 
ance to both the student and the statesman. Tiy are the ea 
liest existing memorials, in its archives, of the-begiunings 
the commercia! metropolis of America; the earliest intern 
evidences of Government in that primitive 6ommunity wh 
laid the foundation of New York’s present and inutare greg 
ness; and, in the lessons which. the men of that early peric 
have sent down to us, there is much to be gathered which w 
make us both wiser men and more useful cigizens. i 

In its ¢arlier days, although New Amster was Co! 
and called a ci/y, it was not different in ite character 
ernment from the other settlements of New Nether 
Commonalty had no voice in its government; t : 
it none of the municipal officers or institutions which 
guished the cities of Father-land from its country 
the Director-general and Council of the infant © 
exercised at once Executive, Legislative and Judic 
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LHe NOVA CONS TELEATIOS.. 


Tue last number of the Yournal contained a description of the Fugzos, 
which were the first coins zsswed by authority of Congress. The Mova Con- 
stellatios, of which we are now enabled, by the renewed kindness of Mr. 
Crosby, to give illustrations, are believed to be struck from dies, some of 
which at least, were the first patterns for a coinage of the United States, 
and therefore ‘command an interest exceeding that of any others of this 
class.’ Our description of them is compiled from ‘The Early Coins of 
America.” 

The financier, Robert Morris, reported, 
coinage devised by Gouverneur Morris. W 
Gouverneur Morris. 


Qa See eS 
anuary 15, 1782, a system of 


T 
J 7 
e quote from Sparks’s Life of 


‘It has been observed, that, to have the money unit very small, is advantageous to com- 
merce ; but there is no necessity that this money unit be exactly represented in coin; it is suffi- 
cient that its value be precisely known. On the present occasion, two copper coins will be 
proper, the one of eight urits, and the other of five. These may be called an Eight and a Five. 
Two of the former will make a penny, proclamation or Pennsylvania money, and three a penny 
Georgia money. Of the latter, three will make a penny New York money, and four a penny 
lawful, or Virginia money. The money unit will be equa! to a quarter of a grain of fine silver in 
coined money. Proceeding thence in a decimal ratio, one hundred would be the lowest. silver 
coin, and might be called a Cez/, It would contain twenty-five grains of fine silver, to which may 
be added two grains of copper, and the whole would weigh one pennyweight and three grains. 
Five of these would make a Quin/, or five hundred units, weighing five pennyweight and fifteen 
grains; and ten would make a JZarf, or one thousand units, weighing eleven pennyweight and 
Six grains.” 


Here we have the name, value, and weight of these two patterns, [ Fig- 
ures 1 and 2,] which, probably with others, were submitted to Congress for 
their approval ; but for some unknown reason, no imimediate action was taken 
thereupon. | 

Jefferson, after consultation with Morris, remarks, “‘ He seems to concur 
with me, in thinking his smallest fractional division too minute for a unit, and, 
therefore, ‘proposes to transfer that denomination to his largest silver coin, 
containing 1,000 of the units first proposed, and worth about 4s. 2d. lawful, or 
#5 of a dollar. The only question then remaining between us is, whether the 

Vole xX; 4 
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Dollar, or this coin, be best for the unit. We both agree that the case of 
adoption with the people, is the thing to be aimed at.” 
Mr. Crosby describes these patterns as follows : — 


THE “SMARR.” 


Obverse. Device,—An eye, forming the centre of a glory of thirteen points, the points inter- 
secting a circle of thirteen stars. Legend,—Nova coNSTELLATIO x Border,—A wreath of leaves. 

Reverse. Device,—A wreath, enclosing the letters U. S. and the figures 1.000. Legend, — 
LIBERTAS . JUSTITIA. 1783.  Border,—A wreath of leaves. Edge,—Ornamented with leaf-work. 
Size,—21. Weight,—270 grains = eleven pennyweights, six grains. [Figure 1. ] 


THE “QUINT.” 


Obverse No. 7. Device,—An eye on a plain field within a glory of thirteen points, the points 
intersecting a circle of thirteen stars. Legend,—Nova cCONSTELLATIO. Size,—16}. Weight,— 
135 grains — five pennyweights, fifteen grains. [Figure 2. ] 

Obverse No. 2, Device,—An eye forming the centre of a glory of thirteen points, the points 
intersecting a circle of thirteen stars. In place of a legend this has a plain raised ring. Size, — 
16. Weight,—1r10 grains. 

Reverse. Device, —A wreath enclosing the letters U. S. and the figures 500. Legend, — 
LIBERTAS . JUSTITIA. 1783. Borders of both, beaded, and edges ornamented with leaf-work. 
This reverse is upon both specimens of the Quint. 


In a statement of the accounts of the United States, we find among the 
“Expenditures for Contingencies,” between January and July, 1783, the fol- 
lowing items referring to the preparations for coining ; and there is no reason 
to doubt that these patterns are the results of those preparations. 


Dollars. goths. 
‘*February 8. jacob Eckfield, for Dies for the Mint of North America, 5 18 
March 21. Benjamin Dudley employed in preparing a Mint, . ‘ 75 24 
April 17. John Swanwick, for Dies for the Public Mint, . : : 22 41 
May 5. A. Dubois, for sinking, casehardening, &c. four Pairs of Dies 
for the Public Mint, ; , ; : : : ‘ ; ; 72 
June 30. Benjamin Dudley employed in preparing a Mint, ; : a7 60” 


The dies for the larger piece, or Mark, differed materially from those for 
the smaller pieces, or Quint, as they were apparently cut by hand, while the 
latter were made in the more usual method, by the use of punches. The 
edges of all the coins were finished alike. 

But three specimens from these dies are known, all of which are now in 
the cabinet of Mr. Crosby. The ownership of two of them is traced to the 
Hon. Charles Thomson, the Secretary of the first Congress, in the following 
letter received with them from Mr. eRe S. Adams, by whom they were 
purchased from Mr. Haseltine : 

Genoese , 
Philadelphia, Moy 28, 1872. 
‘*John W. Haseltine, Esqr. 

‘‘Dear Sir, The history of the two coins which you obtained from me, viz. Nova Constel- 
latio, 1783, U. S. 1000, Nova Constellatio, 1783, U. S. 500, is as follows: 

‘““They were the property of the Hon. Charles Thomson, Secretary of the first Congress. 
At his death, his property was left by Will to his nephew, John Thomson, of Newark, State of 
Delaware. These two coins were found in the desk of the said deceased Charles Thomson, and 
preserved by his nephew during his life; at his death they came into the possession of his son, 
Samuel E. Thomson of Newark, Delaware, from whom I received them. So you will perceive that 
their genuineness cannot be questioned ; as they were never out of the possession of the Thomson 
family, until I received them. 

‘Yours respectfully, RATHMELL WILSON.” 
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The pedigree of the third we are unable to trace; but it bears upon its 
reverse evidence of its genuineness, as it is from the same die that impressed 
the other of the same value—a Quint. 

Samuel Curwen, in his diary, under the date of May 15, 1784, gives the 
following description of what he calls a medal: — 

“Mr. Bartlet presented me with a medal, struck in Philadelphia ;—in a 
round? compartment stands, U.S... 5....1783 ;’ — round, ‘Lzbertas et 
Fustitia ;’ on the other side, in the centre, an eye surrounded bya glory; the 
whole encompassed by ¢hzrteen stars, — with the legend, ‘ Nova Constellatio.” 

This was evidently another of the patterns referred to by Morris, proba- 
bly that called a “Five.” If all the dies mentioned were for coin, and if 
impressions were taken from all, it remains for some fortunate investigator to 
discover the pieces still wanting to exhibit the designs of the dies as yet 
unrepresented in the cabinets of our numismatists. It is not improbable, how- 
ever, that the item to Swanwick was for the dies in the rough, as that to 
Dubois so particularly specifies the work he performed. If this supposition be 
correct, and if the piece described by Curwen was the “ Five,” as we believe, 
we have descriptions of seven out of the eight dies mentioned. 

Jefferson’s modification of Morris’s system ultimately prevailed, which 
probably accounts for the scarcity of the patterns of Morris’s proposed coins : 
owing to the disadvantages under which they were produced, it is probable 
that very few of these were struck ; perhaps, indeed, it is not unlikely, but a 
single specimen of each, to submit to Congress. 

The Nova Constellatio dies were used with the “Immune Columbia.” 
(Fig. 3 and 4.) These patterns are found in silver and copper. In the United 
States Mint, is the only known specimen of Figure 4 in gold, struck on a 
guinea of ome of the Géerges:.+ The dies of .the precee* shown. im Our 
engraving are believed to have been made by Thomas Wyon of Birmingham, 
England. 

Nova Constellatio coppers were struck in England for use in America. 
The series comprises several varieties, specimens of most of which are often 
found, though some of them are very rare. Little is known of the history of 
these tokens. The most that can be learned in relation to them is contained 
in the following extract from Bushnell’s Numismatic Notes in manuscript : — 
“ The Nova Constellatios were made in Birmingham, in England, and the dies 
were cut by Wyon, of that place. Over forty tons were issued from one die 
alone, and many more from another. They were manufactured by order of a 
gentleman of New York, who is believed to have been Gouverneur Morris.” 
We give Mr.,Crosby’s description of those having dates of 1783 and 1785. 

1783. Obverse. Device,—An eye on a plain field, within a glory of thirteen points, the 
points intersecting a circle of thirteen stars. Legend,—Nova CONSTELLATIO # 

Reverse. Device,-—U°S in large Roman capitals, encircled by a wreath. Legend,—LIBERTAS 
® justitiA ‘1783 ° Borders,—Usually milled, sometimes serrated. Edges,—Plain. Size,—16} 
to 18. Weight,—117 to 138 grains. [Figs. 5 and 6, ] 

1785.  Obverse. Device,—An eye on a plain field, within a glory of thirteen points, the 
points intersecting a circle of thirteen stars. Legend,—Nova CONSTELLATIO 

Reverse. Device,——U S in script monogram, encircled by a wreath. Legend,—LIBERTAS ET 
justit1a ‘1785 * Borders,—Usually milled, but on some serrated. Edges,-—Plain. Size,—16} 
to 18. Weight,—From 108 to 127 grains. (|Figs. 7, 8 and 9. ] 

One die, which was used in 1783 and 1735, [Fig. 6 and 7,] has the legend spelled Nova ° 
_ CONSTELATIO + 


——$ 
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@ @ Regarding RF-52 (CNL, April 1973, p. 401). Where were the Nova Constellatios 


coined -- Birmingham or Greenwich ? 


@ from Eric P. Newman 
‘St. Louis, Missouri 


| wrote up this matter in the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine in 
January, 1960, p.6, but had not then located the data in the 
English papers. Enclosed is that data == it shows that Birmingham 
was the source. The person who wrote it must have known what he 
was talking about as he was correcting others. 


ihe Morning Chronicle, and paneer Advertiser No. 5252 
Thurs. March 16, 1786 
page 3, top right eager 


"A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which has lately 
appeared in several papers, respecting a copper coinage in 
America, is not true. Jae piece spoken of, bearing the inscription, | 
"Libertas et Justitia, &c.” was not made in America, nor by | 
the direction of Congress. It was coined at Birmingham, by the 
order of a merchant in New York. Many tons were struck from 
this dye, and many from another; and. they are now in circulation 
in America, as counterfeit halfoence are in England. 


The "paragraph" which gave rise to this comment appeared-in several 
London (England) newspapers during the period March 11 - 14, 1786 
including The Morning Herald; The Public Advertiser; The londoa 

Chronicle as well as The Morning Chronicle, and London Advertiser: 


" The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, - 
which is now in general circulation: one side of the halfpenny 
bears this circular inscription, Libertas et Justitia; round a 
central cypher U.S. On the reverse is a sun rising amidst 
Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed Constellatio nova. " 


All the extracts were paragraphs amidst general news produced 
unsigned and unreferenced. 
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(continued from last month) 
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and 
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An Historical Study 


by Carl W.A. Carlson, N.L.G. 
ANA 95735 


DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING 
WASHINGTON, DC. 
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Most of the pieces were 
either uncirculated or proof. It is 
interesting to note that Garrett’s 
purchases of foreign pieces from 
Woodward had virtually stopped by 
this time; as we saw in the Newlin 
correspondence, he was beginning 


ee cey eae sen np rs ae Ten Dollar Gold Pattern, 1863, Judd 349. Ex 
Pp : . & Mendes Cohen; Dohrmann; Heman Ely; 


sold through George Massamore’s Woodward’s 69th, 10/13/84, Lot 1999. 
auctions in Baltimore, and was Unique. 


working on completing his 
American series. Aside from the 
pieces Garrett bought from 
Woodward's 77th and 78th Sales, 
the J.C. Randall Sales of 6/29/85 and 
9/15/85 discussed in detail in the 
1976 Newlin article, we currently 
have record of only one further 


SO arabia selle ts ; Ten Dollar Gold Pattern, 1863, Judd 351. Ex 


Mendes Cohen; Dohrmann; Heman Ely; 


80th Sale, the Matthews Woodward's 69th, 10/13/84, Lot 2000. 
Collection, 12/16/85. We mention Unique. 


this here, out of sequence, since it 
falls in more naturally at this point 
than interspersed with the 
remaining correspondence which is 
on other matters. 

Correspondence resumes in our 
file on March 2, 1885: ‘‘For your 
order telegraphed me from Florida : 
[must have been for the Wight — Half Eagle, 1829, Small Date. Ex H.P. 
Sale] I am very much obliged. I Newlin, 10/31/84. 


: 


This engraving. printed from a plate made from the ori i 
the Series 1898 $5 Silver Certificate. It com ng hr For las cieka a rian on enn 
which was issued as a souvenir card in = te ee ee ee 


___ As in previous issues of this series, portraits were pla 
designs were very detailed and extended over the entire area the oa Pee 


The back of the $5 Silver Certificate bears the portrait lysses 
Sheridan. with a central design of much artistic re i show vidy te hood ok sae Teor Gotabecnes 
wings and shades of light radiating theretrom. Thomas 9 ; = tniet of te meen Korean ordees 


i . Morris, Chief of the Bureau's E i i 
at the time. created the d : ales Mesaes 
De sted and sine lesign. Lorenzo Hatch engraved the portraits and G. F. C. Smitlie engraved 
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believe I got everything you 
ordered, and I do not think I paid 
an unreasonable price for any one, 
though in the prehistoric 
department | the Pennsylvania 
Collection of 2/26/85, two days after 
the Wight Sale] you selected most 
of the very best things. On second 
thought, I believe I did miss Nos. 
1084 and 1085, these were ordered 
by a gentleman at $5 each which I 
consider the very highest anyone 
ought to pay for them. 1085 was by 
some means lost and did not 
appear at the sale. 

“I have lately made a great 
numismatic discovery, or rather I 
have turned up in England an 
unknown American coin of the 
very highest interest. I shall add it 
to my sale of April 2-3 [the Clark 
Sale, his 73rd]. J shall mail a 
description to Baltimore, and if 
you will take the trouble to inform 
me where you will be say about 
March 10, I will send you a copy 
direct. 

“I sincerely hope you will be 
pleased with the coins, etc., when 
you receive them. When I have an 
order without limit I always feel 
troubled for fear I may 
overestimate the goods and buy 
them at too high a price. I think you 
will, however, in this case approve 
of what I have done... P.S. I would 
address this letter to Pulaska but 
presume you are on the wing, and 
thus send this to Baltimore...” 
Garrett was off on one of his 
traveling vacations in the South, as 
was often the case during part of the 
winter or early spring when the 


weather was raw. 

More information on the “”... 
unknown American coin.. .””came 
in with Woodward’s letter of March 
14, written in another hand and 
signed “per B.”’: “J send for your 
acceptance a copy of my 73rd 
Catalogue with plate and 
addenda. In the latter you will not 
fail to notice not only the gem of 
the collection, but the gem of any 
collection in which the piece may 
in future appear. This piece has 
been seen by all the leading 
Numismatists and Dealers in New 
York and Boston and it is, of 
course, exciting much interest. I 
have declined large offers for it, 
$300 and $450, but as so many 
have seen it I thought it only fair to 
offer it for public competition. I 
presume you are now at the South 
or I should have heard from you 
concerning my awkward loss of a 
memorandum of the Japanese 
Sword Guards which I sent you 
last. | Garrett had a fine collection 
of these, many still in the Garrett 
Oriental Collection. ] I await your 
reply until you return. Your visit to 
Florida, so far as the climate is 
concerned, seems to be most 
enviable. The weather in Boston is 
fearful enough at the best, but it 
has this Winter been exceptionally 
fertibie: 

The separately printed Addenda 
to Woodward’s 73rd Sale was 
brief—only seven lots—but began 
with his ‘discovery coin,’’ the 1783 
Nova Constellatio silver Bit, to 
which he gave the following 
treatment: 


“UNIQUE AMERICAN COIN” 

“In 1782 the financier, Robert Morris, reported a system of coinage devised 
by Gouverneur Morris, the unit of which was an imaginary piece of small 
value. The largest coin, the Crown, was to be of gold, valued at 10,000 of the 
units; the next of silver, the Mark or Dollar of 1,000 units; the next the Quint 
or Half Dollar of silver of 500 units; and the Bil or Bit of silver of 100 units; and 
a copper coin of 10 units. Of these coins, until the present piece was 
discovered in Scotland, but three examples were known to exist, one of the 
Mark and two of the Quint; the obverses of the last two pieces differ 
materially, the reverses are from the same die. The gold Crown is unknown, 
and it is quite likely was never struck, and doubtful if dies were ever prepared 
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for it, as all the dies which were made for a government coinage at the 
period—1782-3—with a single exception were accounted for before the 
discovery of this piece. 

“The Mark, and the two Quints mentioned, were formerly in the collection 
of Mr. S.S. Crosby, to whose work on American Coins, pages 307 and 
following, reference is made for a full and interesting account of all that is 
known concerning these incunabulae of American coinage, for it is certian 
that they comprise the earliest efforts looking to the establishment of a 
Government coinage. ; 

“The three pieces referred to are now all in the magnificent collection of Mr. 
Loring G. Parmelee of Boston.” 

This was followed by the lot description: 


“1 1783 The Bit; device, an eye ona plain field within a glory or sun of thirteen 
points; within the points a circle of thirteen stars; legend, NOVA CONSTELLATIO; 
rev., a wreath enclosing the letters U.S. and the figures 100 below; legend, 
LIBERTAS.]JUSTITIA.1783; size, 11; weight, 27 grs. nearly. The edge of this piece is 
ornamented with leaf work similar to the larger denominations. 

The coin has been carefully compared with the three previously referred to; it is not 
only of the precise style of workmanship of the others, but the dies are undoubtedly 
by the same artist. It has existed for an unknown period in the collection of an old 
numismatist in Scotland, whose recent death led to the dispersion of his cabinet by. 
auction. The condition of the piece is perfect, uncirculated, and as nearly proof as 
coins of the period are found; it is covered with a dark film, which scarcely obscures 
its brilliancy; this film may be instantly removed, but it is in itself important 
evidence of the authenticity and antiquity of the coin. It will be limited at $550. If 
that starting bid is made, it will positively be sold, otherwise it will not be offered. 
See Plate Cat. 73, 1 ad.”’ 


Woodward elaborated on the Bit in a notice, or, as we would say today, a 
Press Release in the April, 1885, issue of the American Journal of 
Numismatics, p. 81: 


“Discovery of a New Piece in the Nova Constellatio Series 

“The numismatic event of the period, of interest to the American collector, is the 
discovery, in Scotland, of the small silver piece of the series suggested by 
Gouverneur Morris in a system of coinage devised by him, and reported to the 
Government by the financier Robert Morris. This.series was to comprise a gold coin, 
or crown, three silver coins, the mark, the quint, the bit or bil, and two pieces of 
copper. The gold coin is unknown, and probably never was struck; the mark, and 
two varieties of the quint, each of the three considered to be unique, are now known 
in the cabinet of Mr. Lorin G. Parmelee of Boston; the bit has hitherto remained 
undiscovered until within a few months: at the sale by auction in Scotland of the 
cabinet of a Scotch collector recently deceased, one turned up as an unknown coin, 
and was purchased by a dealer for the large sum of 15 Pounds 15 Shillings; at which 
price, with ten per cent added, it was offered toa prominent collector in England, by 
whom it was sent to an American dealer [ Woodward, of course |, for advice as to its 
rarity, genuiness, value, etc. It was returned with a liberal offer, and now having 
found its away across the Atlantic for a fourth time, it is offered for sale in New York 
on the 2d of April. 

“In a future number, if the facts are obtainable, we hope to give some more 
definite information concerning this piece and its hiding place for the last century 
and upwards; it is understood to have been sold in Glasgow. The coin has been 
submitted to the leading numismatists and collectors in this country, and no doubt 
whateveris felt concerning its genuiness. A full account of the mark and quint, and 
whatever was known of Morris’s system of coinage, will be found in Crosby’s work 
on the Early Coins of America, where the subject is very fully treated, and also in the 
Journal, Vol. X, p. 33. The piece itself is illustrated on the plate in the catalogue of Mr. 
Woodward’s Seventy-Third Sale, now just issued, and a full description, with some 
facts, may be found in the addenda to that sale. W.” 
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As regards the other silver Nova 
Constellatio pieces of 1783, Crosby 
is known to have obtained the 
Mark and the first type of the Quint 
from the Birch Sale, 12/18/72, at 
high prices. The origin of the 
second type of the Quint, the one 
with no obverse legend, has not 
been generally known, but it seems 
from accidentally acquired 
information (during endless 
browsing of catalogues) that it first 
surfaced in 1870 in New York. 
Mason’s Monthly Coin and Stamp 
Collectors’ Magazine for 
November, 1870, borrowed and 
reprinted from Brown’s Curiosity 
Cabinet No. 2 of that year the 
following little paragraph: 


“The above illustration is taken 
from a silver coin in the possession 
of a young man in the city of New 
York, and was handed down by his 
grandfather as a family relic. A 
similar coin was described in 
Dickeson’s Numismatic Manual, 
and was sold in the Mickley sale for 
$32; also the 1000 piece for double 
. the size for $70. The figures 
represent 500 millesimos Spanish 
money, and it was the first pattern 
for a half dollar of Colonial (?) 
money. This coin is the only one 
known of this variety, and has 
never before been described. It is in 
fine condition, size 15% American 
scale, with engrailed edge; but 
owing to a slight flaw has not a good 
ring. The one from the Mickley 
collection was size 17 and had 
“CONFEDERATIO” with a mint 
mark on the obverse.—Curiosity 
Cabinet.”” One may presume that 
Crosby somehow located the 
owner and acquired the piece from 
him directly, as there is no auction 
record before the sale of Crosby’s 
own collection. 

The Bit failed to reach the $550 
reverse placed on it in Woodward’s 
73rd Sale and remained in 
Woodward's possession. It recurs as 
a theme in the next surviving letter 
in the file, dated Dec. 2, 1885: “I 


mail you today a copy of my 80th 
Catalogue, and beg you will give it 
a perusal. Amongst the Dimes and 
¥Y, Dimes you will notice a few 
remarkable pieces. No. 1036 I 
believe is the finest specimen 
existing. 

“IT also venture to call your 
attention to 2065; and No. 2120 
cannot be surpassed. You, of 
course, know it as one of the rarest 
of American coins. 

“Will you buy my Nova 
Constellatio, or silver Bit? I will 
sell it to you for less than I have 
ever Offered it, having always held 
it at $550. I have repeatedly been 
offered $300 forit. I will now sell it 
for $450. A gentleman is very 
desirous of possessing it, but has 
taken the trouble to announce that 
he will never buy it. I have taken 
equal pains to declare publicly that 
he never shall have it from me. 
[Must be Parmelee!] J would, of 
course, be glad to sell the piece, 
which I regard today as more 
valuable than any other American 
coin. 

“I think you have Catalogue No. 
73 in which the piece is 
illustrated.”’ 


Garrett apparently expressed 
interest, for Woodward wrote again 
on December 24: “Your favor was 
received during my absence, hence 
the delay in my replying, which 
you will kindly excuse. The ‘Bit’ I 
forward today by Express. 

“On Sat. last I received another 
coin of scarcely less rarity which I 
take the liberty to send for your 
examination. You will recognize it 
at once as the French Colonial 
Quarter Crown struck for or by 
Law of the Mississippi Scheme, so 
well known as the Miss. Bubble. A 
full account of this coin written by 
Prof. Chas. E. Anthon may be 
found in the American Journal of 
Numismatics, another by R.W. 
McLachlan in the same work. 

“If you happen to have the 





1783. Nova Constellatio Pattern Mark. 
Mentioned in Woodward's A.J.N. “Press 
Release’ of April, 1885. 


George M. Parsons [Frossard’s 
47th, Oct., 1885], a little better 
description may be found therein. 
Parsons’ was offered at limit of 
$325. I have never before possessed 
the coin. I think the number 
known is limited to either 3 or 4. I 
know of three and suspect the one 
sent you is a fourth. I never had the 
opportunity of purchasing one but 
once, one of the three referred to 
which was offered to me for $450. 
“A Canadian collector proposed 
to buy this one (the one sent) at 
$250, but the owner, feeling _ 
doubtful about the responsibility 
of the man, declined to send the 
piece even on approval, so he sold it 
to me ata reduced price. I offerit at 
$200, and considering its rarity the 
price must be considered very 
moderate ... P.S. Having another 
very rare piece in my pocket which 
I know you would like to see, I 
send it for your examination. I sold 
one not long ago in silver for $45, 
one in copper like this but bearing 
no comparison to it in quality, still 
a good one, sold at much lower 
price. The price of this one is 
$40...” Unfortunately, there 
is no further indication of the 
identity of the last piece 
ioned. 
P eeasand Christmas of 1885 the 
silver Bit from the Nova 
Constellatio series was visiting’ 
at the Garrett home! Garrett did 
not buy it, however, and when it 
returned to the collection at the 
time of John Garrett’s purchase of 
the Ellsworth Collection in 1923, 
John had no idea that it had been 





1783. Nova Constellatio Pattern Quint, 
Type I. Mentioned in Woodward's A.].N. 
“Press Release” of April, 1885. 





1783. Nova Constellatio Pattern Quint, 
Type II. Mentioned in Woodward's A.].N. 
“Press Release” of April, 1885. 
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attern Bit. 
Mentioned and discussed throughout 
Woodward’s correspondence in 1885. 


there nearly 40 years earlier, for he 
never knew of the existence of 
these correspondence files of his 


father with the coin dealers of that 
earlier period! They were only 
found in the 1950’s, long after his 
death, underneath numerous 
inventory lists and business letters 
from the Garrett interests during 
the 1880’s. 

The Bit was again offered at 
auction in Woodward’s 83rd Sale, 
the Twining Collection, April 
27-29, 1886, as Lot 1064 (preceded 
three lots earlier by the 1607 “John 
Law” Quarter Crown offered 
Garrett in the Dec. 24 letter): 


“1064 1783 The Bit or Bill, or piece of 100 units. Unique pattern coin of the 


COCs aS eee ee ee pe) 
interesting 5-page discussion 
concerning American 
numismatics, beginning at page 59 
of the lengthy catalogue. Though 
the section immediately 
concerning us occupies but about 
one page of the five, the rest seems 
of sufficient interest to U.S. 
collectors to be worth inclusion 
here in full, especially since the 
catalogue seems to have had an 


private hands over here (though 
there is a copy in the A.N.S. 
Library, where it has gone unread, 
Lo! these many years, by those 
working on Colonial Americana.) 
We are pleased to be able to 
present here, in the words of the 
numismatist who sent the Bit to 
Woodward, the story of its origin, 
acquisition and disposal: 


CATALOGUE 


United States. An eye ona plain field within glory or sun of thirteen 
points; between the points thirteen stars forming a circle; legend, 
“NOVA CONSTELLATIO”; rev., a wreath of olive leaves enclosing 
the letters U.S. and the figures 100; legend, ‘““LIBERTAS JUSTITIA, 
1783.” Size 11; weight 27 grains or nearly. The edge of the coin 
ornamented with leaf-work. This coin was offered for sale in the 
Addenda to my sale No. 73 and was limited to a starting bid of 
$550.00, for want of which it was withdrawn. It is now offered, 
without limit, for positive sale. I have declined an actual cash offer of 
$300.00 from a dealer, and a conditional offer of $400.00 from a 
collector. A much fuller account of the piece may be found in the 
Addenda referred to, a copy of which will be sent free on application. 
The obverse of the piece is illustrated in my Catalogue No. 73, and 
the reverse is illustrated in this Catalogue, copies of which, with one 
or more plates, will be forwarded on receipt of order, for 35 cents.” 


OF A PORTION OF THE VERY VALUABLE COLLECTION OF 


GREEK, ROMAN, ANGLO-SAXON, SCOTCH 


ENGLISH COINS 


Formed by E. SHORTHOUSE, Esq., Member of the 
London Numismatic Society :—Embracing many RARE COINS 
and PATTERN PIECES, which have not been offered to 


The ‘conditional offer” of $400 
must have been from Garrett, and 
have been dealt with in missing 
letters of early 1885. The Bit did, 
indeed, sell in the 83rd Sale, but it 
realized only $272, passing into 
Parmelee’s collection with the 
other three Novas. After being 
“bought in’’ by Parmelee they were 
eventually sold, circa 1904, to 
Ellsworth, coming thence to 
Garrett in March, 1923. At that 
time the Bit cost John Garrett 
$1,000, though he sold off his other 
specimen—plain edge—for $2,200 
which more than covered it. 

It is noteworthy that at no point 
did any further information surface 
concerning the mysterious ‘old 
Scotch collector’ who had 
“recently died,” the original Bit 
coming to light in the subsequent 
“auction” of his estate, probably 
“in Glasgow.” Even today the 
standard reference works list only 


an “old Scottish collection” as 
source for the Bit. Yet this need not 
mean that Woodward was unable 
to find out anything further. In fact, 
there is a fair likelihood that both 
he and certain others—Randall 
amongst them—found out rather 
more than they wanted, and not too 
long after the 1886 sale in which 
Parmelee bought the Bit! 

By a happy chance, while reading 
my way through some old British 
auction catalogues of the 1880's 
during the Summer of 1977, I 
encountered the catalogue of a sale 
held in Birmingham, England, at 
the end of November, 1886: 
catalogued and owned by E. 
Shorthouse, Esq., of that city and 
auctioned by Ludlow, Roberts & 
Wheeler, the title page reproduced 
elsewhere in this article. Though 
the sale consisted of the Greek, 
Roman, Anglo-Saxon, Scotch and 
English pieces in Shorthouse’s 


PUBLIC COMPETITION FOR SOME YEARS. 





——— 


Po be Sold by Auction, by 


MESSRS. 


LUDLOW, ROBERTS & WELLEK, 


——EEEE 
AT THEIR HOUSE, 


No. 18, NEW STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 


(Within Three Minutes’ walk of New Street Birmingham 
Railway Station), 


On MONDAY, the 29th of November, 1886, and 
the Three following days, at One o'clock prompt, 
each day. 


FOR VIEW DAYS, SEE OVER. 


WATSON AND BALL, PRINTERS, CASTLE STRBET, BIRMINGHAM. 
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TO AMERICAN COIN COLLECTORS. 


See 


STOLEN, 
from an English Gentleman’s Coin Cabinet, end of April, 1885, 
a valuable set of “ Lord Baltimore” silver money, consisting of 
the Shilling, Sixpence, and rare Groat, in unusually fine con- 
dition. 


THE GROAT DESCRIBED. 


A fine, circular coin, unclipped and perfect ; the reverse ex- 
cellent, the hair of the portrait on the obverse rather worn, the 
face not well struck up, with a peculiar depression or sinking 
in of the cheek. 


THE THIBF. 


As some months have now been judiciously allowed to pass 
by quietly, it is judged that the thief will about now have gained 
courage to offer his stolen coins—probably, it is thought, in 
America. As the above Groat has not been offered to the public 
for years in America, its sudden appearance this summer will 
attract attention. 

Any Private Collector, Auctioneer, or Dealer who may have 
heard of a fine Baltimore Groat being offered this summer (or in 
future) is asked to obtain access to, and particularly 
notice the coin, and to take a rubbing offit. A well- 
known and respectable English dealer, and the owner, will 
undertake to identify and swear to this groat for years to come, 
singling it out in a moment from any number. Rubbings have 
been retained off it. 


NOT THE FIRST TIME. 


From the adroitness shown by the thief (a worthless U. S. 
token and another coin being slipped into the space left by the 
theft, which might otherwise have attracted attention on replacing 
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the cabinet drawer), the detectives consider that this is not 
the first time this man has purloined coins at gen- 
tlemen’s houses, and it seems desirable that his family 
should know that the father isa common thief at large, 
dangerous to Society. 

Any person in America or Enzland who gives such informa- 
tion as may bring the theft home shall receive a P.O. order for 
£5, also a beautiful U.S. 1796 cent., with the cap, 
in absolutely Mint condition, for his trouble. 

Address, Mr. E. Shorthouse, 5, Charlotte Road, Edgbaston, 


Birmingham, England, Member of the Lendon Numismatic 
Society. 


THREE YEARS’ AMERICAN COIN 
COLLECTING IN ENGLAND. 


The following experiences, it was thought, might amuse and 
interest Brother Collectors across the Atlantic. Being in easy 
circumstances, and lacking the talents of his Brother, whose 
‘John Inglesant’’ has been so well received in America, 
travels over the world and various “hobbies” have taken up 
some twenty years. The last hobby was coin collecting, only 
commenced in 1881. Five years ago fine coins were to be had 
at about half present prices, and a tremendous “ hoard” was ob- 
tained. English, American, Canadian, French, Early German, 
Manx, &c. The nucleus of the last was Dr. Clay’s hoard, 
sold for a mere song in New York. Coming back—through 
Mr. Randall—and persistently added to, it now forms (so say the 
dealers) “The finest collection of Manx (Isle of Man) in the 
world. ” 


AMERICAN COINS. 


As late as 1882 U.S. coins were to be picked up in England 
very cheaply, now they very seldom occur, Our ignorance of 
them was, and still is, in most cases, profound. We con- 
sidered 5s. a fair price for an uncirculated 1796 cent. (not the 
humorously called ‘“ cabinet friction uncirculated” of the U. S. 
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sales), but absolutely as from the die; like a proof. A 
very fine 1795 cent., with thick lettered edge, a gentleman had 
put out of his collection amongst his “ wasters.” ‘“ These,” he re- 
marked, ‘‘I do not value at anything.” They went at one shilling 
apiece. A lovely 1'794 dollar stood for two years in the 
“Bureau de Change” window, Charing Cross Station, London, 
staring at the British public; the writer could have had it a 
dozen times at £1. Finally swept off by good Mr. Randall on 
his last visit to the British Isles. F'our or five fine 1796 
half-cents. were ulso waiting in Birmingham for the latter. We 
considered them worth about half-a-crown; indeed, a fine one 
came in from Derby while Mr. Randall was in Bir- 
mingham at the modest price of one shilling ! 


A DISCOVERY. 

Discovery of the Unique Pattern small 
Silver ‘“‘ Bit,” or “ Bill” (1783), of 100 units. Obv., U. 8., 
in wreath, ‘‘ Libertas, Justitia ;’ rev., ‘‘ Nova Constelatia,” eye, 
rays, and stars (size of English sixpence). 

During his three years’ hunt the writer acquired the above 
“ welcome little stranger.” Knowing about as much about it as 


_. the average Christian knows about the Origin of Hivil, he 


» forwarded it to his friend Mr. W. Elliot Woodward, of America, 
one of those dealers (unfortunately “ few and far between”) with 
whom &n English gentleman can deal with safety and plea- 


: | Davey He at once candidly stated that it was ‘gem !” 
e ve me egiel its existence had for years been suspected (ever since 


_ My, Mickley’s sale in 1867), only the dollar and half-dollar had 
been discovered. Both these are in the grand edllection of L. G. 
- Parmelee, Esq., Boston, where the writer trusts his little “ Bit’ 
has also found a home. 


How Qs. 3d. (55 OnNTS,) BECAME £54 


4 i Me i (82°72). 


“Placed in’Mr. W.’s 73rd sale (April, 1885) at the well- 
Oars judicious reserve of $550 (8110), it finally went. off in 
the 83rd sale, April 27th, 1886 (Lot 1,664), for 9272 (£54). 
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The fact was, it was obtained (with some other small U. 8. 
coins) for 2s. 3d. (55 cents.) from the shop window of T. F. 
Cloud, Pawnbroker, 207, High Holborn, London. This inci- 
dent is mentioned as an encouragement to young beginners in 
numismatics. It is something for a mere novice to add an 
hitherto unknown example to the coin series of a great 
Empire. 
PLUMS.” 

Amongst the hundreds of U. S. coins he has 
now got together in very beautiful condition only a few 
“plums” can be mentioned. An “ Ameri” cent., in mint con- 
dition ; another, fine ; a 1795 cent., thick lettered edge, in abso- 
lutely uncirculated state (an extremely rare coin in such a state) ; 
a 1796, with cap, in equal condition, resembles a proof; six fine 
1793 cents., with four distinct types of leaves under bust ; 23 
cents of 1794, all different types, some in mint state ; two fine 
1804 cents., the last cost 44d. (9 cents.) ; a 1799 cent, in mint 
state was just missed at 7s. 6d., which seemed fairly mode- 
rate ; 1793-4-5 and 1796 half-cents, nearly mint ; Rosa Ameri- 
cana sets (mint); New England shilling ; Annanapolis ditto, 
very fine ; 1796 and 1797 dimes. as from the die; a brilliant 
proof of the 1796 awpreednilsr Baltimore money (not yet 
stolen) ; rows of “pine” and “ oak tree” money, some very fine ; 
1795, &c., silver dollars, in brilliant mint; Bank of Montreal. 
1838 and ’89 (side view of house), in perfect mint state ; and an 
extreme rarity, the “Pitt, No Stamps,” cent., in the small | 
half-cent. size, almost mint ; one other of these only has 
occurred in England since he began collecting, namely, a poor 
one in Frentzel’s rer December, 1881, at Sotherby’s, Strand. 


IN CONCLUSION. 


American coins, compared with those of other nations, appear 
to the writer to be unquestionably the most uninteresting 
series in the world. No portraits of past Presidents—no histo- 
rical memories awakened—nothing but rows of coins almost 
exactly like, save an interminable row of different dates, 
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The (no doubt) well-meaning, but everlasting, eagle (manipu- 
lating a claw full of spears with indifferent success), and the 
equally interminable Female Portrait (whom no one seems to 
kaow, but who, like Queen Victoria, retains her youthful fea- 
tures on the coins, as the ages roll by, in a wondrous manner), 
are certainly discouraging to a collector. Feeling, therefore, no 
interest in them, save the financial one, it is suggested that 
some American gentleman, wishing to acquire a very fine U. S. 
collection, had better come over next summer (1887)—visit the 
proposed U. S. Exhibition in London—and take away the collec- 
tion to that Great and Amazing Country (which the 
writer visited with such pleasure in 1876), to which it properly 
belongs, and where it will doubtless be properly appreciated. 





“So the infamous ‘old Scotch 
collector” was as much a myth as 
the “auction” of his collection “in 
Glasgow”! A pawnshop window in 
East London! Not only that: 
Woodward would scarcely have 
invented such a tale himself; 
others, much more plausible, were 
available. Nor would he have taken 
a tale he knew to be false to the 
pages of the A.J.N. No, Woodward 
must have been fed this story by 
Shorthouse himself, believed it and 
used it in his article and his 
catalogues. As Randall was 
apparently well known to 
Shorthouse, he, at least, must have 
seen this auction catalogue from 
Birmingham in late 1886; 
Woodward probably also saw it as 
his overseas connections were 
substantial. It would not have been 
to the benefit of either of 
them—they worked closely 
together for years—to release the 
true story once they learned it. Nor 
would it have been to Parmelee’s 
advantage. 

Someone, however, did “spill the 
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WATSON AND BALL, PRINTERS, BIRMINGHAM. 


beans” (a fitting phrase considering 
Parmelee’s fortune came from 
baked beans!) in 1887, and we 
cannot claim obscurity of the 


publication as a reason for having 


missed this one all these years: the 
American Journal of Numismatics, 
Vol.20, April, 1887, pp.81-2, had a 
practically complete and almost 
verbatim account of Shorthouse’s 
“digression” in that 1886 
Birmingham catalogue! The entire 
business about finding the Bit in 
Cloud’s pawnshop is included. The 
information, therefore, would have 
been well known at the the time of 
the Parmelee Sale in 1890, and thus 
not included in that catalogue. 
Over the years, the information 
was gradually lost, since the next 
public auction of the Bit did not 
take place until December, 1979, in 
the Garrett Sale, when the coin 
passed to John J. Ford, Jr. 
Peripheral evidence that 
Woodward and Shorthouse had 
some differences of opinion about 
matters once this story broke 
comes from a later event: In 








CATALOGUE 


VERY FINE COLLECTION 


COINS UNITED STATES 


BEGINNING WITH THE EARLIEST COLONIAL COINS AND CONTINUING TO 
THE PREAENT TIME. 


Als) FOME 


FINE FOREIGN SILVER AND A FEW KARE CANADIAN COINS, 


FORMED AND OWNED BY 


BH. SHORTHOUSH, HSQ.. 


BIRMINGHAM. EXGLA*D. 


CATALOGUED BY 


S.H.& H. CHAPMAN, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


AND TO BE SOLD AT ATCTION BY 


BANGS & CO., 
739 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY, 


Fe \ 


’ Frinay, DECEMBER 6TH, ee Fp 
1889. eee 


-  ComMENCING AT TWO O'CLOCK, P.M. 
é c a ? : 2 


December, 1889, while Woodward 
was still quite active in cataloguing 
sales, Shorthouse decided to sell his 
American coin holdings at auction. 
He did not, however, bring them to 
his old acquaintance, Woodward. 
Instead, his collection appeared as a 
Chapman Sale on December 6, 
1889! 


Nearly a year elapsed between 
the last letter we examined, Dec. 
24, 1885, and the final letter in the 
Woodward file, dated Dec. 20, 1886, 
though there must have been a fair 
correspondence during the 
intervening months. The last 
letter, not in Woodward’s own 
handwriting, seems to be 
continuing a subject begun before: 


“IT received the medals from 
California, bought so long ago from 
my friend Dohrmann, who I am 


pained to say has recently died. I 
had never seen Mr. Dohrmann, but 
had come to cherish a warm 
friendship for him through a 
pleasant correspondence of many 
years. 

“These medals, or casts of 
medals, were got up by order of the 
old French adventurer Daniel E. 
Groux. Groux was always 
distinguished for his humbuggery 
and dishonesty. He managed to get 
acquainted with and take 
advantage of anumber of great and 
excellent men. Among them were 
Daniel Webster, Chas. Francis 
Adams, Edward Everett, and Dr. 
Winslow Lewis, the last one of the 
most lovely men I ever knew, I 
think the most charming character 
with the possible exception of Jas. 
Carson Brevoort of Brooklyn, N.Y. 

“The three medals which I think 
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particularly you want I am glad to 
say are here. They are in the parcel 
marked 1. The presidential, naval 
and military medals, usually 
called the national medals, I have 
put together in another parcel 

containing 47 pieces, marked 2. 

The Lee medal, perhaps as rare as 

any, is in the paper marked 3. The 

large Washington medal, if 
original, in paper No. 4, is worth 

from $20 to $50. Package No. 5 

contains in all 20 pieces, 3 

extremely scarce politicals, casts, 

facsimilies, etc. 

“All these I send in a single 
bundle. If you want them, you are 
at liberty to take lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 52 
pieces, for say $25. Iam not quite 
sure but I think the sets of national 
medals cost originally $75. If you 
take the 5 parcels, 72 in number, I 
will charge you $28. The entite lot 
réceived from Mr. Dohrmann 

' numbers, in addition to those 
before enumerated, 429 pieces, for 
which I allowed him $50 and the 

_ freight from California, say $55, for 
which sum I would be glad to sell 
you the entire lot. If you would like 
them I will ship them to you 
immediately. The remainder of the 
medals are mostly French, some 
English and other nationalities, the 
quality and style like those sent 

herewith. The variety is great, 
containing scarcely any 
duplicates. 

“Passing now to the subject of 
Archaeology, I mailed you 
Saturday another catalogue of my 
92d Sale. Referring you to the 
catalogue itself I beg to call your 
attention to the following 
numbers; many that I do not 
mention are equally noticeable 
and desirable. I may say that to get 
together such a number of rarities 
would require the ransacking of all 
American collections. I send you a 
catalogue with the numbers 
~ marked thus’ +. Those marked 
with 2 or more ctosses I deem 
especially worthy of notice. [A list 


of lot numbers follows without 
comment. | 
“Should you choose to favor my 
sale with an order, I will endeavor 
to obtain all that you may require 
and to obtain them at the lowest 
possible prices..." 
We noted earlier that Garrett was 
turning his attention more toward 
archaeological and medallic items 
than coins as time passed. Medals 
seem to have become his sole field 
of numismatics at some point after 
the Maris Collection Sale in the 
Summer of 1886 (for which see the 
Newlin article). Correspondence 
probably continued with 
Woodward longer than with any 
other coin dealer: of the meager 14 
auction catalogues in the Garrett 
Library dated after the Maris Sale 
(none at all for nearly nine months 
thereafter) seven are from 
Woodward, including Woodward’s 
own last extensive series of sales, 
the 95th through 102nd between 
May and October of 1888, some 
dated after Garrett’s death in the 
latter year. Woodward himself was 
’ to issue only six more catalogues 
after that time, ending with his 
108th Sale in April, 1890, after 
which failing health apparently led 
him to reduce his activities. 
William Elliot Woodward, 
through whose agency the Garrett 
Collection had been increased by so 
many superb rarities, died of 
pneumonia on January 5, 1892, at 
the age of 66. A fine and heartfelt 
obituary appeared in the American 
Journal of Numismatics, January, 
1892, pp. 70-71, written by ““M”, 
probably his old friend William 
Marvin, the Masonic specialist, 
printer of the A.J.N., and 
father-in-law of Howland Wood. 
Yet perhaps the best epitaph he 
received came in the pages of the 
fledgling publication of that day, 
The Numismatist, volume 4, page 
25, from Heath’s own pen: ‘‘A 
Prince of the House of Numisma 
has fallen.” 








FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 


fe ee ee 


George D. Hatie 


ee ee ee ee 


The results of the questionnaire relating to 
the numbered-seat, staggered-term election 
procedure were tabulated as of January 31, 
1980. In view of the lead time required for the 
submission of material to The Numismatist, 1t 
is quite likely that many of you are already 
aware of the outcome of the tabulation. A total 
of 8,852 questionnaires were completed by the 
members with the following results: 


QUESTION 1 

In favor of numbered seats - 4,528 
In favor of election-at-large - 4,131 
Voted for both - 6 

Did not vote on Question 1 - 187. 


QUESTION 2 


In favor of staggered four-year terms - 6,083 
In favor of nonstaggered, two-year terms - 2573 
Voted for both - 3 

Did not vote on Question 2 - 193. 


As you know, the numbered seat, staggered-term procedures were pauper 
a five-to-four and later rescinded by a five-to-four vote of the members 9 A 
board of governors. I proposed a questionnaire because I believe a cameos fC) ie 
members of the association should make rete on eS beg : a 

i their rights determined by 
voting rights, rather than to have fee ate 
i I shall have requested the boar 
board member. By the time you read this 
Albuquerque meeting to reinstate the numbered seat, four-year staggered term 
i instatement. 
rocedures and shall vote in favor of the reinsta 
= As early as 1948, Abe Kosoff suggested a majority Begg ee - He abe 
i tation on the 
Subsequent proposals for regional represent: | th 
el aaa rejected. Several members, in a vais pagar 
indi ntation. If a majority 
indicated a preference for regional represe ihe ear 
incli i i l representation, a definite plan 
inclined to consider the question of regiona ee 
inion, the board should not substi 

be presented to the board. In my opinion, tne rt s : 
oncael plan for the numbered seat system without first submitting an addi 
tional questionnaire to the members. 

sR does not permit a detailed discussion of the pros and cg Poa 
representation, but Jintend to express my views on this subject in afu 
of The Numismatist. 

I shall have also submitted to the board at the eas pee : he 

isi ication in The Numis 
bylaw provision for the advanced publica : pape bet 
ting rights of the members 0 
amendment that would affect the vo t m Ta aoe 
i mors. This provision will rep 

tion or the structure of the board of gove TI : i 
former objection about the bylaw notice provision that was rescinded in St 
Louis. 
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Nova Constellatio Copper Coinage 


In 1783 Gouverneur Morris, assistant superintendent of finance 
with the Continental Congress, 1781-1785, ordered a large quantity 
of coins as a private venture. These bore the Nova Constellatio 
design, somewhat related in appearance to the Nova Constellatio 
silver patterns (see Lots 619-622 of this sale). Morris (1752-1816) 
was born in Morrisania, New York, the family estate. He was admit- 
ted to the bar in 1771 after graduating from King’s College with a 
degree in law in 1768. He was an early supporter of the cause for in- 
dependence. /n July 1776 he was a participant at the New York state 
constitutional convention and, with John Jay and Robert Livingston, 
helped to draft the 1777 frame of government which endured for 
nearly a half century. 


He attended the Continental Congress as a New York delegate be- 
tween 1778 and 1779. Military, diplomatic and financial matters in- 
terested him, and Morris chaired several committees. In 1778 he 
visited George Washington at Valley Forge to inspect the troops 
billeted there for the winter. He was defeated for re-election to the 
Continental Congress in 1779. He became a citizen of Philadelphia 
where he engaged in the practice of law and participated in society. 
His February-April 1780 articles on the subject of Continental 
finance, which appeared in the Pennsylvania Packet, attracted the 


608 1783 Crosby 1-A. Pointed rays. Large US. 116.6 grains. Very 
Fine-20. Scarce die variety. 


Uncirculated 1783 Nova Constellatio Copper 





609 1783 C-2-B. Pointed rays. Small US. 123.3 grains. Uncir- 
culated, MS-60. Sharply struck and well defined in all areas. 
Glossy, lustrous brown surfaces. A truly superb specimen of 
this issue. Especially rare in this high condition. 


From the Mills Collection. 


Uncirculated 1783 ‘‘CONSTELATIO’’ Copper 





610 1783 C-3-C. Blunt rays. Small US. Legend misspelled: CON- 
STELATIO. 153.3 grains. Uncirculated, MS-60. Deep brown 
glossy surfaces. Exceedingly rare in this elegant state of 
preservation. 


From the collection of Henry C. Miller. 


611 1785 C-1-B. Blunt rays. CONSTELATIO from the same die as 
used previously. 126.4 grains. Choice Very Fine-30. 


interest of Robert Morris (no relation), the superintendent of finance, 
prompting him to enlist Gouverneur Morris as his assistant. Serving 
from 1781 to 1785, he conceived the decimal system of coinage. 


/t is believed that the Nova Constellatio copper coins, of halfpenny 
size, were distributed as private speculation by Morris and were 
made to his order by Thomas Wyon at a private mint in Birmingham, 
England. 


The obverse of each piece bears the inscription LIBERTAS 
JUSTITIA and a wreath surrounding US. The reverse depicts an all- 
seeing eye at the center, surrounded by rays and stars and the legend 
NOVA CONSTELLATIO. This is a reference to the ‘‘new constella- 
tion,’ meaning the colonies which together form the United States. 


Specimens were made in large quantities with the 1783 and 1785 
dates. Numerous die variations occur and were described by 
Sy/vester S. Crosby in his monumental Early Coins of America. A few 
specimens dated 1786 are known, but these are contemporary imita- 
tions from dies other than those engraved by Wyon. 


The Nova Constellatio coppers were well received and saw exten- 
sive use in commerce, as the number of well-worn specimens extant 
today attests. 


Uncirculated 1785 Nova Constellatio Copper 





612 1785 C-3-B. Pointed rays. 108.2 grains. Uncirculated, 
MS-60. Lightly struck at the center obverse as is characteristic 
for this variety. Die break above date, also characteristic of 
this variety. Dusky, light reddish brown surface. Rare in this 
condition. 


From the collection of Col. James W. Ellsworth. 





613 1785 C-5-E. Pointed rays. 131.9 grains. AU-50. Uneven but 
not porous. Reddish brown surfaces. Quite an attractive 
specimen of this elusive variety. 


From the Col. James W. Ellsworth Collection. 





614 1785 C-4-C. Pointed rays. 118.4 grains. EF-40. Scarce die 
variety. 
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615 1785 C-4-D. Pointed rays. 132.8 grains. EF-40, with dark 


brown surfaces. This variety has been given the highest 
degree of rarity by Crosby. Elusive in a// grades. 


616 1785 C-2-A. Pointed rays. 125 grains. Slightly different style 
than the preceding, with the devices appearing smaller in rela- 


tion to the inscriptions. Choice VF-30. Scarce. 


From the Ellsworth Collection; earlier from the Henry C. 


Miller Collection. 


Possibly Finest Known 
1786 Nova Constellatio Copper 


1786 C-1-A. Pointed rays. Small US. 115.3 grains. Fine-12, 
or slightly better. Lightly struck, as always. The date is sharp 
and bold as are all the devices. Planchet with numerous striae. 
By far the finest specimen seen by us. It is difficult to compare 
issues of this variety, for some are weakly struck in different 
areas, while others have large planchet defects and still others 
have a combination of weak strike and planchet defects. The 
present coin, from the viewpoint of overall appearance and 
quality, is the finest we have seen. 

The 1786 Nova Constellatio has always been one of the 
most important rarities among American copper coins of this 
era. Crosby cited: ‘‘but two impressions from the dies of 1786 
have come to our knowledge; one of these is owned by Mr. 
Appleton, the other by Mr. Bushnell.”’ 


(See Color Photo) 


Students consider the 1786 Nova Constellatio piece to be a 
contemporary imitation. In the same manner as Machin’s Mills 
imitated coins of Connecticut, Britain and other issues without 
authorization, some unknown private coiner of the era saw 
an opportunity for profit and imitated the 1783 Nova Con- 
stellatio coinage. Although the design of the 1786 was copied 
skillfully from the original, the coiner must have been aware of 
the existence of other dates, such as 1785, and assumed, the 
absence of information to the contrary, that the series was a 
continuing one. This gives rise to the speculation that the date 
1786 may indicate actual time of coining, or at least the time 
of die preparation. No original (Morris-distributed) Nova Con- 
stellatio pieces of this date are known to exist and it is prob- 
able that no examples were struck. 


A major opportunity for the Nova Constellatio specialist. 
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Duplicate 
Rare 1786 Nova Constellatio Copper 


1786 C-1-A. Pointed rays. Small US. 114.7 grains. A du- 
plicate of the preceding. Good-4, from the standpoint of ap- 
pearance; undoubtedly Fine or better from the standpoint of 
actual wear, for this issue was characteristically lightly struck. 


The 1786 issue, of which only two were known to Crosby 
(as noted above), is one of the major rarities among early 


(See Color Photo) 


American copper coins. Only rarely does one specimen appear 
ina sale. Indeed, many major cabinets lack even a single exam- 
ple. The appearance of two together in the same auction is un- 
precedented, as far as we know. 


From Wayte Raymond; earlier from the collection of Waldo 
C. Newcomer. 
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February 12,4 1oZe. 





Mr. fohn W. Garret... 


My dear Mr. Garrett: 










Your letter of February llth. received. The 





history of the ownership of the United States Patterns of 1785, 






Merk end Quint, in silver, if as follows: 


These pieces were found in the desk of Charles Thompson 











ecretary of the Continental Coneress, and brought end 





sold by his nephew who found them, to 














cohn W. 





Haseltine im 1372. Mr. Haseitine solid them to 


Henry G. Adams of Boston, who Sold them vo 





Lorin @. Parmelee. They were sold in the gale of his colli- 







Seton an, 1390 TO 









Bo. Be Silt, Or were pouch. 2a for Parmolss 6 ecco and 







were then sold to 


vio Sold tiem Go 





Sie & H. Chapman, 









George H. Werle, oe. of Philedsipnie, tor whom they vere 






sold by Henry Chapman, to 










games W. Bllsworth. They were sub:equently solid to you, 









vohn W. 





Garrett. 





VOurs samcer aay, 


On February 12, 1925, S. H. Chapman advised John Work Garrett of the history and pedigree of the 
unique 1783 Nova Constellatio silver pattern coins. 
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Nova Constellatio Patterns for 
United States Coinage 


An Individual Offering of the 
Exceedingly Rare and Important 
1783 Silver Nova Constellatio Patterns 


Four of the rarest, most historically important and most desirable 
issues in the Garrett Collection are the 1783 Nova Constellatio silver 
patterns. The importance of these coins is unsurpassed in the field of 
American numismatics. 


A Brief History of the 
Nova Constellatio Patterns 


In 1783 aremarkable group of pattern coins was created. They are 
patterns for the ‘‘bit’’ of 100 units, the ‘‘quint’’ of 500 units, and the 
““mark’’ of 1,000 units. Sylvester S. Crosby identified them as ‘‘un- 
doubtedly the first patterns for coinage of the United States. . .”’ 


As assistant financier of the Confederation, Gouverneur Morris pro- 
posed a decimal system of coinage and these patterns were the 
result. In his book The Life of Gouverneur Morris, Jared Sparks gives 
Morris’ own account of the situation: 


The various coins which have circulated in America have 
undergone different changes in their value so that there is 
hardly any which can be considered of the general standard, 
unless it be Spanish dollars. These pass in Georgia at five shil- 
lings, in North Carolina and New York at eight shillings, in 
Virginia and the four eastern states at six shillings, and in all 
other states, excepting South Carolina, at seven shillings and 
sixpence, and in South Carolina at thirty-two shillings and six- 
pence. The money unit of a new coin to agree, without a frac- 
tion, with all these different values of a dollar, excepting the 
last, will be the fourteen hundred and fortieth part of a dollar, 
equal to the sixteenth hundredth part of a crown. Of these 
units, twenty-four will be a penny of Georgia, fifteen will be a 
penny of North Carolina or New York, twenty will be a penny 
of Virginia and the four eastern states, sixteen will be a penny 
of all the other states, excepting South Carolina, and forty- 
eight will be thirteen pence of South Carolina. 


It has already been observed that to have the money unit very 
small is advantageous to commerce; but there is no necessity 
that this money unit be exactly represented in coin; it is suffi- 
cient that its value be precisely known. On the present occa- 
sion, two copper coins will be proper, the one of eight units, 
and the other of five. These may be called an Eight and a Five. 
Two of the former will make a penny, proclamation of Penn- 
sylvania money, and three a penny Georgia money. Of the lat- 
ter, three will make a penny New York money and four a penny 
lawful, or Virginia money. The money unit will be equal to a 
quarter of a grain of fine silver in coined money. Proceeding 
thence in a decimal ratio, one hundred would be the lowest 
silver coin, and might be called a Cent. It would contain 
twenty-five grains of fine silver, to which may be added two 
grains of copper, and the whole would weigh one pennyweight 


and three grains. Five of these would make a Quint, or five 
hundred units, weighing five pennyweight and fifteen grains; 
and ten would make a Mark, or one thousand units weighing 
eleven pennyweight and six grains. 


An unrelated Morris, by the name of Robert R. Morris, the financier 
(to whom Morris was assistant at the time he proposed the coinage), 
left a record of some of the circumstances surrounding the issue of 
the 1783 patterns. An excerpt from his diary dated April 2nd relates: 
‘‘| sent for Mr. Dudley who delivered me a piece of silver coin, being 
the first that has been struck as an American coin.” 


Following the diary further, on April 16th another meeting occurred 
as he had again ‘‘sent for Mr. Dudley and urged him to produce the 
coin to lay before the Congress to establish a mint.’’ On the following 
day, the 17th, he ‘‘sent for Mr. Dudley to urge the preparing of coins, 
etc. for establishing a mint.’’ Finally on April 22nd, Morris reports 
that ‘‘Mr. Dudley sent in several pieces of money as patterns of the 
intended American coins.’’ Subsequently Morris learned from Dudley 
‘‘of a minting press being in New York for sale and urges me to pur- 
chase for the use of the American Mint.’’ The matter was still 
unresolved and continuing on August 19th, Morris reports: 


| sent for Mr. Benjamin Dudley, informed him of my doubts 
about the establishment of a mint and desired him to think of 
some employment in private service, in which | am willing to 
assist him in all my power. | told him to make out an account 
for the services he had performed for the public and submit at 
the Treasury office for inspection and settlement. 


The entry on August 30th reports that, ‘‘Mr. Dudley bought the 
dies for coining in the American Mint.”’ 


The dies for the bit and quint were cut by hand. The largest denom- 
ination, the mark, was made by prepared punches. John W. Haseltine 
obtained the mark and the quint in 1872. Years later these two 
pieces were to be sold into the Garrett Collection. At the time 
Haseltine purchased the pieces the pedigree for them was clearly 
established by the seller, Rathmell Wilson, who on May 28, 1872 
made this statement: 


The history of the two coins which you obtained from me, viz. 
Nova Constellatio 1783, U.S. 1,000, Nova Constellatio 1783 
U.S. 500 is as follows. 


They were the property of Hon. Charles Thomson, secretary of 
the first Congress. At his death the property was left by his will 
to his nephew, John Thomson, of Newark, state of Delaware. 
These two coins were found in the desk of the said deceased 
Charles Thomson, and preserved by his nephew during his life; 
at his death they came into the possession of his son Samuel 
F. Thomson of Newark, Delaware, from whom | received 
them. So you will perceive that their genuineness cannot be 
questioned, as they were never out of the possession of the 
Thomson family, until | received them. 
(continued—) 
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Charles Thomson was born in County Derry, Ireland in 1729. He 
came to America in his youth where he became a teacher and mer- 
chant in Philadelphia. Interested in politics, Thomson espoused the 
feeling for independence and was described as ‘‘the life of the cause 
of liberty’’ in Philadelphia. 


From 1774 to 1789 he served as secretary of the Continental Con- 
gress, recording with enthusiasm the details of the birth of the United 
States. His hope of receiving an appointed office in the new federal 
government was not realizéd, so he retired to his estate where he 
engaged in biblical scholarship. He died near Philadelphia in 1824. 


Among the accounts of the United States, under the category of 
‘‘Expenditure for Contingencies’’ between January and July 1783, 
the following entries appear in relation to the proposed new coinage: 


February 8. Jacob Eckfeldt, for dies for the Mint of North 
America, $5 and 18/90ths. 


March 21. Benjamin Dudley employed in preparing a mint, $75 
and 24/90ths. 


April 17. John Swanwick, for dies for the public mint, $22 and 
42/90ths. 


May 5. A. Dubois for sinking, casehardening, etc., for pairs of 
dies for the public mint, $72. 


June 30. Benjamin Dudley employed in preparing a mint, $77 
and 60/90ths. 


Just one specimen is known of the 1783 mark. This pedigree 
traces its origin to Hon. Charles Thomson. The obverse displays an 
all-seeing eye surrounded by rays and stars, with the legend NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO around. The reverse bears the legend LIBERTAS 
JUSTITIA 1783, a wreath and U.S. 1,000 within the wreath. 


There are but two specimens known of the quint. The styles of the 
two differ slightly from each other. The obverse of one is similar to 
the mark, but of reduced size. It shows the legend NOVA CON- 


STELLATIO surrounding an all-seeing eye with rays and stars. The 
second variety has the all-seeing eye with rays and stars, but lacks 
the NOVA CONSTELLATIO legend. The reverse of both is similar to 
the mark but with the different denomination of 500. 


There are only two examples known of the bit. Both of these have 
the same obverse and reverse designed similarly to the mark but with 
the appropriate denomination and size; however, they have different 
edges. The Garrett Collection specimen has an olive leaf design or- 
namenting the edge. The specimen in the Eric P. Newman Collection 
has a plain edge. 


The Garrett Collection Specimens 


The Garrett Collection contains four different examples of the 
1783 Nova Constellatio silver pattern issues. Each of them is be- 
lieved to be unique. The coins are offered individually in the following 
lots. 


These pieces, representing the first official American government 
coinage for which the official record survives today, are unequaled in 
their numismatic and historical importance. Needless to say, the 
Smithsonian Institution, the American Numismatic Society, and all 
other collections, whether public or private, specifically lack ex- 
amples of these coins. 


Various examples of these issues have been illustrated and dis- 
cussed in numismatic references including 7he Guide Book of United 
States Coins, which devotes nearly an entire page to these pieces 
(page 32 of the 1980 edition); in Scott's Cata/ogue and Encyclopedia 
of United States Coins, by Don Taxay (page 202 of the 1976 
edition); and in the 1914 American Numismatic Society Exhibition 
catalogue. Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial 
Proof Coins, 1722-1977, devotes extensive space to these issues 
(pages 6 and 7) and observes that they were struck as Proofs. 
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Unique 1783 Silver Nova Constellatio Bit 








Enlarged view of edge. 


1783 Bit. 100 units. Edge with twin olive leaf device. Silver 
pattern. 27.7 grains. Choice Uncirculated, MS-65, prooflike. 
Quite possibly this piece was struck as a Proof (cf. Walter 
Breen). In a way, the condition is moot for this is the only 
known example with this edge device. 


Another example of the 100 units, or bit, exists in the collec- 
tion of Eric P. Newman. Earlier this piece was owned by John 
Work Garrett who obtained it as part of the Col. James W. 
Ellsworth Collection; he considered it a dup/icate, therefore it 
was sold by Wayte Raymond to the Guttag Brothers, coin 
dealers located at 52 Wall Street, New York City, and later at 
16-18 Exchange Place, in New York. In their circular of May 2, 
1923, the Guttag Brothers described the piece for sale: 


THE MOST INTERESTING COIN OF THE ENTIRE 
UNITED STATES SERIES. 


THE CENT. 


Obverse with an eye forming the center of a glory of 13 
points, the points intersecting a circle of 13 stars. 
Legend with NOVA CONSTELLATIO. Beaded border. 
Reverse with a wreath enclosing the letters ‘‘U.S.’’ and 
the figures ‘‘100.’’ Legend with LIBERTAS JUSTITIA 
1783, beaded border. Silver, the size of a dime. 


There are many coins which dealers call extremely rare 
and very rare, but the coin we describe herein is prac- 
tically unique as it is the only one obtainable at any 
price. It is far more desirable than the Brasher doubloon 
or the 1822 Half Eagle. We consider it the gem of the 
entire United States series as it is the foundation upon 
which the present decimal coinage was raised. 


A postage stamp sold recently for about $35,000 in 
comparison to which, from every viewpoint, this coin 
should be worth $100,000. Of course, we do not ex- 
pect to obtain a price anything like the price of the 
stamp referred to, but we feel sure that at some future 
date this piece will bring more than the rarest postage 
stamp. 


Please do not take my word for this—ask any 
numismatist. Not more than one dealer ever owned this 


(See Color Photo) 





rare United States coin or sold it at auction. 


We are going to give everyone in the United States the 
same chance to buy this rarity, and therefore, we will 
not sell it until May 23, three weeks from above date. If 
you are interested we should be pleased to hear from 
you before that date, thus giving everyone interested a 
chance to communicate with us and get our price. 


The first coin minted for the government of the United 
States; the first coin to bear the letters ‘’U.S.”’ 


There is no record of the ultimate sale price of the Ellsworth- 
Garrett-Guttag-Newman coin. The previous Guttag description 
is reprinted to establish the esteem and importance attributed 
to this issue in the early 1920s. 


Edgar H. Adams’ manuscript notes, presently in the 
American Numismatic Society, indicate that a specimen of the 
cent... 


. was in a Scottish collection, and about 1885 was 
sold at an auction in Scotland for 15 pounds, 15 shil- 
lings. With ten percent added to the price it was offered 
to an English collector who sent it to America, from 
whence it was returned with a liberal offer. On April 2, 
1885, it was offered at the 73rd sale of W. Elliot Wood- 
ward, held in New York City (American Journal of 
Numismatics, 1885, page 81). A list of prices for the 
sale was published in the American Journal of 
Numismatics, of October 1885, page 44, but the piece 
is not mentioned. 


The tracing of authentic 1783 Nova Constellatio silver pat- 
terns is complicated by the appearance of forgeries from time 
to time. For example, the Mickley Collection, sold in 1867, 
contained an example of the 500 units and the 1,000 units in 
“soft metal,’’ which were early counterfeits. Continuing 
research by Carl W. A. Carlson (who has done extensive study 
of the pedigrees of the Garrett Collection coins), John J. Ford, 
Jr., Eric P. Newman and others will undoubtedly bring addi- 
tional facts to light in the future. 


From the Col. James W. Ellsworth Collection; earlier from 
the Lorin G. Parmelee Collection. 


(continued—) 
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Unique 1783 Silver Nova Constellatio Quint 






620 1783 Quint. 500 units. Type I. Silver pattern. 134.6 grains. 


Choice Uncirculated, MS-65, with prooflike surface. This 
piece was quite possibly struck as a Proof. Toning is light gray. 


Of the so-called ‘‘Type |’’ design. Obverse with the all- 
seeing eye surrounded by a burst of rays and a circle of stars 
with the inscription NOVA CONSTELLATIO. Reverse with U.S. 
and 500 within a circular wreath. The legend LIBERTAS 
JUSTITIA surrounds. The date 1783 is below. Leaf device on 
edge. 


The pedigree of this lot and Lot 622 (the 1,000 units) is un- 
surpassed by any coin associated with the United States 
government. Its ancestry is traced to Charles Thomson, who 
obtained it at the time of issue. The introduction to this Nova 


Color Photo) 






Constellatio silver pattern series gives the testimony of 
Rathmell Wilson regarding these pieces. In addition, a letter 
dated February 12, 1925, from S. Hudson Chapman to John 
W. Garrett (reproduced herewith), provides interesting details. 


From Charles Thomson (secretary of the Continental Con- 
gress); subsequently to his nephew, then to his nephew’s son; 
then to Rathmel/ Wilson, who sold them to John W. Haseltine 
in 1872; then to Henry S. Adams of Boston; then to the 
cabinet of Lorin G. Parmelee; then to H.B. Smith; then to the 
Chapman brothers; then to George H. Earle Jr.; then to Henry 
Chapman; then to Col. James W. Ellsworth; then to John Work 
Garrett. 


Unique 1783 Type II 
Silver Nova Constellatio Quint 





(See Color Photo) 
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1783 Quint. 500 units. Type Il. Silver pattern. 109.6 grains. 
Choice AU-55, with prooflike surface; some surface marks. 
Possibly this piece was struck as a Proof, as was suggested by 
Walter Breen. Some very minor evidence of handling. 


The design of this piece differs from the foregoing in that the 
obverse bears the all-seeing eye with resplendent rays and a 
circle of stars, but lacks the NOVA CONSTELLATIO legend. 


The execution is slightly different. Apparently two varieties of 
the 500 units, or quint, were prepared. The present example is 
unique; the only known piece of this design. The edge is or- 
namented with a leaf device. 


From the collection of Col. James W. Ellsworth; earlier 
owned by Lorin G. Parmelee; earlier history unknown; possibly 
owned at one time by Sylvester S. Crosby. 


Unique 1783 Silver Nova Constellatio Mark 


(See Color Photo) 





1783 Mark. 1,000 units. Silver pattern. 268.5 grains. Uncir- 
culated, MS-60, prooflike. Virtually perfect in every detail. Ex- 
ceedingly sharply struck. The first officially authorized United 
States silver dollar. As the origin of the 1776 Continental 
dollar, usually struck in pewter, is cloudy, and as it is unknown 
whether or not it was minted under official authorization, the 
present piece represents the first American silver dollar for 
which specific historical information can be traced. As such, 
its importance, both numismatically and historically, is in- 


calculable. 

The pedigree is the same as that of the Type | quint: 

From Charles Thomson (secretary of the Continental Con- 
gress); subsequently to his nephew, then to his nephew’s son; 
then to Rathmell Wilson who sold them to John W. Haseltine in 
1872; then to Henry S. Adams of Boston; then to the cabinet 
of Lorin G. Parmelee; then to H.B. Smith; then to the Chapman 
brothers; then to George H. Earle, Jr.; then to Henry Chapman, 
then to Col. James W. Ellsworth; then to John Work Garrett. 
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| The American State Peers record proposais of gold, silver and 


copper coins of relative weights and valués as reflected in the 


above chart, Proposed coin denominations were not named; values were 
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given in a ratio to both Pennsylvania and Virginia currency. 
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[ the Continental Congress authorized payment of Mint 
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construction and die preparation in 1783 as reflected pee Wenn 
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_in 90¢tas instead of cents; at left, above, is a note issued by the 


Bank of North America in the value of 1/90th ‘eviers Neto—s-t. BL 
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four eastern states, 16 will be a penny of all the other states, 
beeen ae south Carolina, and 8 will be 13 pence of South Carolina. 
|" xt has are soy been observed that to have the as unit 
very small is advantageous to commerce; but there is no necessity 
that this money unit be exactly revresented in coins it is sufficiamt 
thee tte value ba precisely known, On the present occasion, two 
copper coins will be proper, the one of eight units, and the other 
of five. These may be called an Eight and a- Five. - 

[| "two of sth =f ormer will fae a penny, proclamation or Penne 
money y and three a penny Georgia se NE OF the latter, three will 
make a penny New York eke and four a oe lawful, or Virginia 
MONG Yo : 

"the money anit al oe eauet to a nero of a grain of 
fine silver in coined noney . Proceeding thence in a decimal ratio, 
LOO would be the lowest silver coin, and might be called a cent. 
It would contain 25 grains of fim silver, to which may be added 
two pean of copper, and the whole would weigh one pennywelgat end. 
three grains. Five of these would make a quint, or 500 units, 
weighing five pennyweight and 15 grains; and 10 would make a mark, 
or 1,000 units, weighing 1. pennywelght arte six grains," 

[ On F pourneyy 21, 1782, an entry in the Jour mal or Comerees 
read: “On the report of a committee of the States consisting of 
' Mr, Livermore, Mr. Patridge, Mr. Cornell, Mr. Wolcott, Mr. Floyd, 
Mr, Clark, Mr. Clymer, Mr. Carroll, Mr. J. Jones, Mr. Hawkins, Mr, 
Middleton, Mr, Telfair, to whom was referred a letter of the 15th of 
January, from the superintendent of finame, touching the ostablishnent 
of the Mint: | 
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| "Resolved, that Congress approve of the establishment of a 
Mint; and, that the superintendent of finance be, and hereby is 
directed to prepare and report to Congress: a plan oe a eee 
and conducting the same," = | , . 

Thomas Jefferson, who pope sented Virginia in the Continental 
Congress under the Articles of a Ee FEMS with Gonverneur 


Morris on the matter of the proposed coinage. “a said, "He seems to 


concur with me, in thinking his smallest fractional division too 


minute for a unit, and therefore, proposes to transfer that denomination 


to his largest silver coin, containing l, 200 of the units first 
proposed, and worth about four shillings twopence lawful, or 25/ 36th s 
of a dollar. The only question then remaining between us is, whether 


the dollar, or this coin, be best for the unit, We both &RZYre6 


that the ease of adoption with the people is the. thing to be aimed at." 
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quarter, equal to one," | | | . | : 

[ vorese“‘sata, "The value of the quarter is equal to a quarter 
of a grain of pure silver, or 1,!!hOth part of a Spenish dellar, This 
was his first plan of a new coinags, founded on the principle of 
decimals and a money unit. The largest plecs, or crown, was to be 
of gold; the next, or Bete: ty 10S silver," Morris visualized a cesien 


on the American gold crown of an Indian, with his bow in his left hand, 


end in his rignt hand Cthirteer\arrows, and nis richt foot on a crowns. 
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the inscription, MANUS INIMICA TYRANNIS, 
| The Morris system was later reevaluated, as explained in a 
letter to Dr, Ramsey, a member of the Yoard of Treasury. It was to 
be based on a unit equal to 12 shillings sixpence sterling, called 
a pote. diviedbts by 10, with one pound equal to 1,000; one shilling 
equal to 100; ons penny equal to 10; and one doit equal to one 
| Coins visualized by Morris on this system included a gold— 
crow of 1,200 doits; half crown, 600 dolts; silver dollar, 300 dolts; 
shilling, 100 doits; groat, 20 doilts; and a copper sonar a f-0 
The dlary of Robert Morris tells of the progress of ‘tthe, coins 
Ontbareayadce OO Cempias eae 
struck under the aegigsat= the —Morrisés.andslefferden.. 
April 2, 1783; "T gent for Mr. Dudley, who delivered me a 
plece of Sliver Cin, being the first that hag been struck as an 
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for .a° Mint © on- sce bruary= 24-1782 ‘according oe the journal report 


already quoted. | 
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April 16. "Sent for Mr, Dudley ei urwecl Riw—bs—sesduce—-the-. 





. coins to lay before Congress to astablish a Mint." | 
{ April 17. "Sent for Mr, Dudley to urge the preparing of 


coins etc, for establishing a Mint." 
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[April 22, "Mr, Dudley sent in several pieces of money as 


ree of the intended American coins.” | ee 
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‘(gery Be Wye Benjamin Dudley also informs of a minting vress 





being in New York for sale, and urges me to purchase it for the use 
of the American Mint." | | ; 


| July Te "Mr. Dudley, respecting the minting press, but I 


had not time to see him," 
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| August 19. "I sent for Mr. Benjamin Dudley, end informed 
him of my doubts about the establishment of a Mint and desired him 
to think of some employment in private Re in which I am willing 
to assist ee all in my power. I told him to make out an account 
for the services he had performed for the public, and submit at the 
Treasury office for inspection and settlement," 

| August 30. "Mr, Dudley brought the dies for coining in the 

American Mint." oe aay : pe 
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apparently cut by hand, while the work on the _quint was from punches, 
Sa Ns al re I a prt ferreronr Ho era, 

/ The diary of Samuel Curwen, under date of May 15, 178, dascribe 
what was called a medal: "Mr, Bartlet presented me with a medal 
struck in Philadelphia; in a round compartment stands US 5 1783: 
round, LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA; on the othsr side, in the center, an 


eye surrounded by a glory; the whole sncompassed by 13 eters, with 


the legend NOVA CONSTELLATIO," While 4 Samed crpper pai aia eatled ae track 
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\ While the” Nova Conatellatio silvar pattertis e620 aussi, hy 
pares a te Lack, ct LinipfecaX 
3/design appeared, on two more series offcoins associated with the. 
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a | Charles fra Bushnell, New York City numismatist who died on 

September 17, 1880, wrote of tha coppar Nova Constsllatio viecag in 

his "Numismatic Notes," "The Nova Constellatios were made in 

Birmingham, in England, and the di¢a were cus by Wyon, of th+ place, 

Over hO tons were issued from one die alone, and many more from 


another. They wers manufactured by orden. of a gentleman of New York, 


who is believed to have been Gouverneur Morris," 
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Eric P. Newnm, St. Louls, Missourt, writing in the Pence y 





1960, Serapbook/ observed, "While one enthusiast has searched the newspape 
files in the British Museum for the ‘paragraph! which gave risa to 
this comment, for the moment it remains elusive. However, the 


English source of the Nova Constellatio coppers is speci*ically 


~ 
a 


confirmed along ren the fact that the coin-ge was a private business 
venture undertaken by a New York merchant | : KK 
| "Gouverneur Morris undoubted ly ener ewed as nee York , 
merchant, As assistant to the superintendent of Finance of the . 
United States hevwas the author of the decimal coinage plan submitted 
byKobert Mor ris to the Continental Congress on See Go i702, nae 
pursuant thereto Bee the denominations and sizes for the coimge 
of the Nova: Constella tio silver patterns of 1782, ont , | 
ho design of the Nova Gensteliatic coppers wag copied 5 
divectly from the silver patterns and no one other then the group 
connected with the Mint of North America would have had Bede to eons 
patterns. (five specimens exist) or to the fow pairs of dies from whieh 


a 


“they were struck, | i“ - 

) "there. would have been vigorous bocleintate a cen Robert — 

‘Morris or Gouverneur Morris if someone else had privately appropriated 

the Nova Constellatio design without Pore Lon, The er eons 

“ta alnos t inescapabla that Gouverneur orris was the New York merchant 

referred tO. | | | ; | 
(_"Although gome tore Com tellatio coppers dated 1783 may have 

been introduced into American circulation before 1785 the cuantity 

| was at best quite limited, This is shown by snnouncemants in 


American newspaper in 1786 indicating no previous knowledge of the 


| Copperde 
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« The American Concress have lately “ade a comer eolnaze, 
whi ak ee) ronerys $ - = * ere ee ae eae eae ea 
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vears this a ee ay in phe t Li btig. MULES AS af JUSTIS LAY 24 round 


daerke 
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a central eyoher U.S. —0On the Meveyde is a sun risinz piaas 
Thirteen Stars, cireularliy inscribed "CONSTSELATIO NOVA t 8 
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ec A, Vlack, in "Early American Coins," writes "The Nova 


Constellatio coppers were atruck at Birmingham, England, during the 


of the dies has been attributed to Thomas Wyon, This attribution is 
ralid because of identical letter punches used by him on other early 


-American coinage, the dies of which are known to have been engraved 


-S 


by him, The largs quantity, of these struck by order of Gouverneur 
Morris of New York, who apparently intended them as a currency for 
oS | | 


either New York, or for all of America,§ 
3 a 
f 





ex [Ate wigs £ rs] +) 4 : % 

. Me ‘With the large numbers of the 1783 and 1785 issue known, it 
is assumed that the quantity ordered had been fulfilled using these 
iies. However, there are a few specimens known with the date of 


1786, Of this date there are less than a dozen known, The authenticrl 


of these specimens is certainly questionable." 
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f One of the earliest eupl tered speser es of the copper pieces 
anpeared in the London Morning Chronicle dated March 16, 1786, and 
was repiiblished in the New York Daily Advertiser May 26, 1786, 

A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which has 
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oh es cy dep a 5 ¢ 
Lately appeared in several papers respecting a copper coinage in 
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ee Aw 
Wha L 


ca is not true, The piece spoken of, bearing the inscription 


7S 


LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA was not‘made in America, nor by the direction 
(of Congress. It was coined at Birmingham, by the: order of a 

merchant in New York, Many tons nena struck from this die, and many 
from another; they are Heese circulation in America, as counterfsit 


= 


half pence are in England,” : 


ae similar announcement had been made in the New Haven 
Gazette of May lL, 1786. It will be n-ted that the source of the 
coins in these earlier statements is Greenwich, near London, rather 
| Seen eote 
than Birmingham, but the English origin is undisputed, ete “ice 
[On March le 1786, tne 1 Essex Journal and Massachussetts and 
gi 
New Hampshire General haven ee attempted to f encourags issuance 


of copper coinage in Massachusetts when they carried the following story. 


| "New York, Connecticut and Vermont have authorized a person is 
_in each of those states to coin coppers; number of them are now in § 
eeecn lations they are in seneral well-made, and of good COPDS?’, 
those of New York in particular. Was a person authorized in this 
state for the same purpose, it would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing 
of those made of base metal," | | | , 
| Newnan observes, "It was erroneously ont ae the ries 
Or the above excerpt that the state of New York had authorized 
copper coinage. The Hew York coinage referred to Baa ts be the 


' Nova Constellatio cqnage as there.are no copners attribu utable to 


New York dated 17€6 or earlier, except the 1786 Non vi Virtite Viet : 


en 
ee 


Se aes ce ae 


which is weal in detail and from itg rarity only a few could have 





wade their appearance. The conment that the coppers wera particularly 
well made indicates they are superior to the earlier @ series of 
Connecticut and Vermont coppers, } 

l "Specimens of 1783 Nova Constellatio copper coins are found 
beautifully and clearly struck on well-made plechets and vsrieties, 
Crosby 2-B and 3-C are ae in such superb Soma ton tics they covld- 
now be classified as proofs. This mality of copverxm is further 


évidence of their tnglish origin, as such work could not then have 


_been accomplished in America, ee ae 





“ef 
The dies for the Now Constellation coppers were vrepored 


subsequently to and separately from the Mint of North America project, 
Of the eight dies officially prepared at the Mint of North America 
seven are accounted for in the known silverpatterns. The missing. one 


shold be the mate to the obverse cie of the quint of 500 units 


which obverse lacks any legend. 


& Pe me las 3 

Jip eany diester either o1) the snecif ied copper coins ( five pees 
or eisht units) under the lMorris proposal had been cut by the Mint 

of North America artisans it would have needed a denomination on. it in, 


Like manner to the silver pieces in order for the coin to be ie 


@ ‘ - = 


acceptable for cane a to the accomodation of multiple exchange 


ratios. Since no known variety of a Nova Constellatio copoer ee a 


denomination upon it none coula he eS ee North America 


activity. . 7 é 

3 tp ee ae se 1 -e an 
. Crosby listed three reverse dies of 1783, five revers -@ dies of 

1785 and one reverse die of 1786, He classified eight obverse dies, 

“one of wich is used both: with the 1783 reverse (3-C) and with a 

1785 reverse (I-B), tying these two grouns together, The only other 


3 wy) 
known NOva Constellation variety (exclu¥ings the Immune Col mia oom~ 


binations) is a rare 1785 copper struck frem crudely made dies wth 
wees a ee . | 
‘only 12 stars and rays (Empire tonics, by Welter Breen, Summer 1958, 


— 


Numb er 2s meee Hh ig apparently an American-made _ imitation of the period, 


Uf, | | ae = 
Ihe ee and 1785 coppers are known oan in surficient. quantiey 


to indicate a very Large produ sion froma limited number of dies, 
This would have been possible oaly in Encland and not in Amsrice, 
Their copper content uss Soi Pea. or impurities th-t many were 

au 


sub sequently overstruck in tae -making of Vermont and Connecticut 


copper coinage, 
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F : se Le baed tae 
| feushnell's Numismatic Notes* (Sylvester S, Crosby, "Early — 
Coin of Amrica,;" Boston, 1873, pace 331) specifically state that 
thomas lyon cut the fies Tor 16 Noy ra Cons? eee eee in . 
eae tar, ‘Although Bushnell s* aecuracy-on numismtic matters has 
often Been susett oned woere a coin in. his own collection was involved 


it is reasonable to accept his designtion of the die cutter of a_ 


set of common coppers as he was in sontact with many Enzlish numismsatists 


who knew such factse / : : re ; cn Geeta | 
fr fs : . 
| The conclusion to be drawn is thst the Nova Cons eeniat ice coppers 


were struck in Birmingham from dies made there by nates Wyon3 thet 
they were imported for American circulstion as 2 private business 
venture. of Couverneur Mogeis of New Varks.8 and that they had no : 
aca to the coinege of the Mint of North America other an 


- é ul 


= 2 : { 
nesing a-copy -of the d esien: of. its silver patterns, YAW tae a 
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The Continental Congress gave the Soup ¥v" race to the Nova 
Constellatio coin and its fractions on July 6, 1785, when the followin, 
entry was made in the Journal of ere | 

(| "Resolved, thas money unit of the United States of Se 
be one dollar. | | Sey Bh ae 

[ "Resolved, that the smallest coin be eeceanee of which 200 
shall pass for one dliar. | : ees 

[_ "Resolved, that the sigaret ol acGs shall increase in a decimal 
ratio." | slaciirivarinlics tedsa site te 

{weve many might consider Bay ap cia catalogs a dull 
pastine, it is interesting to trace sale of eS silver SHd=Boepper 


Nova Constellatio pleces through —auctiion.sales= n-the- 19th-century 5 
fr Borne Sat rin ptt , : . _ 
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2341, 1783, unoirculated, $112, to Clemens; - 


i tae i x 4 
232, 1783, small US, wueirculated, $100, Nichols; > a 


oceans ee ah a nero, 


S333, 176 large US, very fine, $200, Hichola; 5 - 
3783, large US, ver; | 
234, 1783, Nore tCsue eas ee 


peels ie vx 
ee ele, 1783, uncirculated, sil3, Marshall; 


35, 











(sic) sun, with blunt rays,. fine, 128, 






236, ‘i765, Nova Constellatio, US in ee very fine, $112, Hoffman: . 


<> Fa i 785, very i $100, Weohora: \ 


ae three Nova Sondteliatios, | ‘both dabea, all differant varieties, 
x 





@ll eo6d. two ™ being uncirculated; a desirabile Let; ' $150, Cschwendt, 


| Also in the sale were Rosa Pana See helfpennies, 
tyes 7 
-and penny end Barcen ts and half cents, 





, / Ms i; 
| On: Decenber 6, 1868, Henry Richard Linderman, Director of the 

Mint, corrasvonded with Appleton in an effort pees information to 

a book ander préparation. Linderman's volume was published in 1578, 


"Mong and Legal Tender in the United States," 
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| Crosby quotes a letter addressed to John W. Haseltine from 
Rathmell Wilson, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, dated May 28, 1872, as_ 
follows: | | : | : 
| "Dear Sir. The history of the two coins which you obtained 
from me, viz. Nova Constellatio 1783, U.S. 1,000, Nova Constellatio, 
1783, U.S. 500 is as follows. | 
"They were the property of the Hon. Charles Thomson, secretary 
| of the first Congess. At his death his property was left by will to 
_-. his nephew, John Thomson, of Newark, state of Delaware, These 
ne ee were found in the desk of the said deceased Cherles 
Thomson, and prsserved by his pe ahee etn te life; at his death 
they came into the pssession of his son Se E, Thomson of eae Sh 
Delaware, from whom I received them, 22 you will poucenye Ghat 
their genuineness cannot be questioned; as they 1 were never out of 
the possession of the Thomson family, until I received them," 
| “joheter, the two coins soeertne: in the letter and the letter 


wore purchased from Haseltine by Henry S. Adamag (2772, 
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A Glasgow, Schtland, auction was reported in the April 1885 


issue of the \Amrican Journal of Numismatics," where a silver Lp 
Ov el 
ae . gasses Nova Constellatio Dias was offered. 





~ eee bit wat 
| | The AJN story 9 the bit has hitherto area eta undiscovered 
until within a few months: atthe sale by aoe in Scotland of the 
cabinet of a collector recently decdaaed, one turned up as sn unknown 
Goin, and was purchased by a gealor for tte_large sum of 15 pounds 

15 shillings; at which oe. with 10 per Lc it was of fored 
‘to &@ prominent collector in England, by whom it was “sent to an 
American dealer, for advice as vo its rarity, genuineness; valve 

otee Tf was returned with a liberal offer, and now having booed its 


Fa 
way soross tis Atlantic for a fourth time, it its of fered for: sale: in 
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PALetst 
The merk J qu ints and) bit silver Nova Constellatio,were offered 


ty Jo > atthe F Mr rnnthte anke P oo 
as a set for the first time in ci Ee Philadelphia, ebaraapsamean 
| fear, Wale 
numismatises S. He 00 Henry Chapmangiae a letter to James W, 
in pus 1 and Strted 
Ellsworth, 4 pgrebe en mera "The set are unique individually and nauiaee tere 









and ere the greatest American Sota extant »-- price is not too much, 
4,200 for the a9%. They cannot be duplicated and when their great 


historical avenues is considered, are priceless.' rag Toke lettsr is 
now owned by, Harry_£ rE pe Merrick, New York. Ate ° Tonk. oe 
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